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Preparation for the Next Life Zou Lei is an illegal immigrant who works at a
Chinese restaurant in Queens in search of a better life in the 'Land of the Brave'.
Brad Skinner has recently arrived in New York following a tour in Iraq and is
determined to party as hard as he can in order to start 'wanting to live again'. When
their paths cross, they discover that new starts may be possible for both of them, if
they can survive homelessness, lockup and Skinner's post-traumatic stress disorder,
which may be more prophecy than madness. Preparation for the Next Life Simon
and Schuster Winner of the PEN/Faulkner Prize 2015 Winner of the 2015 Paris Review
Plimpton Prize for Fiction In post-9/11 New York, Zou Lei is an illegal immigrant from
northwest China. A Muslim with a Uighur mother and a Han soldier for a father, she’s
a pariah even within the Chinese community. Forced to work fourteen-hour days and
live in squalor, she nevertheless embraces the many freedoms her adopted
homeland has to oﬀer. Damaged by three tours in Iraq, veteran Brad Skinner comes
to New York with the sole intention of partying as hard as he can in order to forget
what he’s seen. Impulsive and angry, Skinner’s re-entry into civilian life seems
doomed. But when he meets Zou Lei they discover that new beginnings may be
possible for both of them, that is if they can survive homelessness, lockup and
Skinner’s post-traumatic stress disorder. Set in the underbelly of New York,
Preparation for the Next Life exposes an America as seen from the fringes of society
in devastating detail and destroys the myth of the American Dream through two of
the most remarkable characters in contemporary ﬁction. Powerful, realistic and raw,
this is one of the most ambitious – and necessary – chronicles of our time. The War
for Gloria A novel Vintage A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR • This
“deeply immersive novel” (The Washington Post) from the author of the
award–winning Preparation for the Next Life is an “epic coming-of-age tale ﬁlled with
pain, heartache, fear, and undying love” (The Associated Press), as a young man’s
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yearning to protect his dying mother requires him to risk destroying his estranged,
enigmatic, powerful father. “From its hypnotic opening pages, we ﬁnd ourselves in
the sure hands of a roaming omniscient narrator, one who knows intimately the
beating hearts of its two central characters” —Andre Dubus III, The New York Times
Book Review Corey Goltz grows up in the working-class outskirts of Boston as the
only child of Gloria, whose ambitions were derailed early but who has always given
her son everything she can. Corey, restless, dreams of leaving home for a great
adventure. Instead, when he is ﬁfteen, the world comes crashing down upon him,
when Gloria is diagnosed with ALS and, too late, his estranged father, Leonard—a
man of great charisma but dubious moral character—reenters the picture.
Determined to be his mother’s hero at any cost, Corey begins shouldering
responsibility for her expensive medical care, pushing himself to his physical and
emotional limits as her disease cruelly progresses. And as Leonard’s inﬂuence over
Corey grows, Corey must dismantle the myth of his father’s genius and confront the
evil that lurks beneath it. Gritty, visceral, and profoundly stirring, The War for Gloria
tells the story of a young man, straddling childhood and adulthood, whose yearning
to protect his mother requires him to risk destroying his father. An indelible work
from a strikingly original voice in American ﬁction. Life is with People The
Nearest Thing to Life Brandeis University Press In this remarkable blend of
memoir and criticism, James Wood, noted contributor to the New Yorker, has written
a master class on the connections between ﬁction and life. He argues that, of all the
arts, ﬁction has a unique ability to describe the shape of our lives and to rescue the
texture of those lives from death and historical oblivion. The act of reading is
understood here as the most sacred and personal of activities, and there are brilliant
discussions of individual works - among others, Chekhov's story "The Kiss," W.G.
Sebald's The Emigrants, and Penelope Fitzgerald's The Blue Flower. Wood reveals his
own intimate relationship with the written word: we see the development of a
provincial boy growing up in a charged Christian environment, the secret joy of his
childhood reading, the links he makes between reading and blasphemy, or between
literature and music. The ﬁnal section discusses ﬁction in the context of exile and
homelessness. The Nearest Thing to LifeÊis not simply a brief, tightly argued book by
a man commonly regarded as our ﬁnest living critic - it is also an exhilarating
personal account that reﬂects on, and embodies, the fruitful conspiracy between
reader and writer (and critic), and asks us to reconsider everything that is at stake
when we read and write ﬁction. A Study Guide for Atticus Lish's "Preparation
for the Next Life" Gale, Cengage Learning A Study Guide for Atticus Lish's
"Preparation for the Next Life", excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.
This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs. Preparation for the Next Life Zou Lei, orphan of the desert,
migrates to work in America and ﬁnds herself slaving in New York's kitchens. She
falls in love with a young man whose heart has been broken in another desert. A new
life may be possible if together they can survive homelessness, lockup, and the
young man's nightmares, which may be more prophecy than madness. Praise for
Preparation for the Next Life "Perhaps the ﬁnest and most unsentimental love story
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of the new decade." -The New York Times "As bold and urgent a love story as you'll
read this year." -Wall Street Journal "A sledgehammer to the American dream." Kirkus Reviews "Not since Charles Frazier's Cold Mountain have such arduously
yearning treks been made through maddening, heartbreaking obstructions in the
name of love." - New York Journal of Books "One of the most acclaimed debut
novelists of the year." - New York Observer Lish (Life Is with People) turns to ﬁction
with this stunning debut novel that plums the underbelly of New York City, tracing
the relationship of Zou Lei, a Chinese immigrant working in a tiny noodle restaurant,
and Skinner, an AWOL Iraqi war veteran and wanderer. Enduring stints in prison and
homelessness, Zou Lei and Skinner experience life on society's fringes. Lish destroys
the American dream with struggles his characters face and New York City is anything
but idyllic. Zou Lei and Skinner have their budding relationship tested by
insurmountable odds, and their own foibles and peculiarities are rendered with vivid
detail. Lish's prose is at once raw and disciplined, and every word feels necessary. Publishers Weekly "So much of American ﬁction has become playful, cynical and
evasive. "Preparation for the Next Life" is the strong antidote to such
inconsequentialities. Powerfully realistic, with a solemn, muscular lyricism, this is a
very, very good book." Joy Williams "Atticus Lish is a true original and this is a
tremendous book, relentless, moving, written in prose of marvelous integrity. Now
that America and the novel are dead, I hope we can have more great American
novels as alive as this one." --Sam Lipsyte The next life” of Atticus Lish's novel is the
one you have to die to know. It's also the next civilian life of a soldier ravaged by
three tours in Iraq, and the dodgy life of an immigrant in the city's sleepless
boroughs. The work is violent, swift, and gloriously descriptive. It is love story and
lament, a haunting record of unraveling lives. Lish says starkly and with enormous
power: the spirit prevails until it doesn't. A stunning debut. --Noy Holland, author of
Swim for the Little One First An illegal Chinese immigrant meets a broken American
warrior, and the great love story of the 21st century begins. The intersection of their
paths seems inevitable, irrevocable. Their story: tender, violent, terrible, and
beautiful. Atticus Lish's prose, lyrical and taut, sentences as exact and indisputable
as chemical formulas, is trance-like, evangelical in its ability to convert and convince
its reader.Preparation for the Next Life is that rare novel that grabs you by the shirt
and slaps you hard in the face. Look, it says. It isn't pretty. Turn away at your own
risk. In case you haven't noticed, the American Dream has become a nightmare.
Atticus Lish has your wake up call. He has created a new prototype of the hero, and
her journey provides us with a devastating perspective on the "promised land" of the
post 9/11 U.S., where being detained is a rite of passage and the banality of violence
is simply part of the pre-apocalyptic landscape. -Christopher Kennedy, Ennui Prophet
Widow Stories Bellevue Literary Press BELIEVER BOOK AWARD FINALIST “In prose
shimmering with intelligence and compassion, Michelle Latiolais dissects the
essentials of everyday life to ﬁnd the heartbeat within.”—Alice Sebold, author of The
Lovely Bones “Widow is a hymn to reverence, simultaneously heartbroken and
celebratory. Michelle Latiolais has given us the rarest item, a splendidly articulated
masterpiece.” —William Kittredge “In this luminous collection of stories, the gifted
Michelle Latiolais writes of loss in all its surprising manifestations. Widow is a
devastation and a wonder.” —Christine Schutt “There is something mysterious about
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this book, as there always is in the writing that matters most. It eludes explanation.
It illumines terrifying realities. Only because these pages seem nakedly willing to
take the imprint of every emotion, no matter how ugly, do they possess this great
beauty.” —Elizabeth Tallent The stories of Widow conjure the nuances of inner
sensations as if hitting the notes of a song, deftly played across human memory.
These meditations bravely explore the physiology of grief through a masterful
interweaving of tender insight and unﬂinching detail—reminding us that the inner life
is best understood through the medium of storytelling. Among these stories of loss
are interwoven other tales, creating a bridge to the ineﬀable pleasures and follies of
life before the catastrophe. Throughout this collection, Latiolais captures the longing,
humor, and strange grace that accompany life’s most transformative chapters.
Michelle Latiolais is the author of Widow: Stories, a New York Times Editor's Choice
selection, and two previous novels, including A Proper Knowledge, also published by
Bellevue Literary Press. She is the recipient of the Gold Medal for Fiction from the
Commonwealth Club of California and an English professor and co-director of the
Programs in Writing at the University of California at Irvine. Crow Fair Stories
Vintage Set in Big Sky Country, a triumphant collection of stories written with a
comic genius in the vein of Twain and Gogol—from from the acclaimed author of
Ninety-two in the Shade and Cloudbursts, “one of America's best short-story writers
of the last 50 years" (The Boston Globe) These stories attest to the generous
compass of Thomas McGuane's fellow feeling, as well as to his unique way with
words. In this collection, ﬁlled with grace and humor, the ties of family make for
uncomfortable binds: A devoted son is horriﬁed to discover his mother's antics
before she slipped into dementia, and a father's outdoor skills are no match for a
change in the weather. But complications arise equally in the absence of blood, as
when lifelong friends on a ﬁshing trip ﬁnally confront their deep dislike for each
other. Or when a gifted traveling cattle breeder succumbs to the lure of a stranger's
oﬀer of easy money. McGuane is as witty and large-hearted as we have ever known
him, and Crow Fair is a jubilant, thunderous conﬁrmation of his status as a modern
master. STUDY GUIDE FOR ATTICUS LISH'S "PREPARATION FOR THE NEXT
LIFE." The Book of Franza and Requiem for Fanny Goldmann Northwestern
University Press These two fragments of novels, Ingeborg Bachmann's only
untranslated works of ﬁction, were intended to follow the widely acclaimed Malina in
a cycle to be entitled Todesarten, or Ways of Dying. Although Bachmann died before
completing them, The Book of Franza and Requiem for Fanny Goldmann stand on
their own, continuing Bachmann's tradition of using language to confront the disease
plaguing human relationships. Through the tales of two women in postwar Austria,
Bachmann explores the ways of dying inﬂicted upon the living from outside and from
within, through history, politics, religion, family, gender relations, and the
self.Bachmann's allegiance to the twin muses of memory and history, as well as her
perception of fascism as not being limited to the context of the war but also existing
within the intimate relations of everyday life between husbands and wives, brothers
and sisters, psychiatrists and patients' are supremely evident in The Book of Franza.
Here, Bachmann follows a woman who escapes from a sanitorium and, after years of
silence, sends her brother a cryptic telegram. Rightly suspecting that she has ﬂed
her sadistic husband -- a renowned Austrian psychiatrist whose intimate relations
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have merged with his studies of concentration camps -- her brother ﬁnds her in their
childhood home. Together they travel to Egypt, where Franza slowly begins to regain
her bearings. But Franza's desire to cleanse herself by journeying into the heart of
the desert's void ends in tragedy, as she becomes the victim of a horrible act of
violence.Unlike Franza, who attempts to ﬂee her past but fails, the heroine of
Requiem for Fanny Goldmann makes no attempt to escape her history. Thisnovel
tells of the demise of a Viennese actress who is manipulated by a younger, ambitious
playwright to advance his career. Deception follows disloyalty; the ﬁnal treachery
comes when the playwright portrays her in a novel, which secures his fame and, in
Fanny's eyes, robs her of her future. Caught in a perpetual stasis, Fanny suﬀers in
total obscurity, as her present is stolen from her as well.Whether analyzing the place
where the self begins and the power of history ends or the ways in which women are
forced to be complicit in their mistreatment at the hands of men, Bachmann's critical
approach to the human psyche is unparalleled. Mesmerizing and profound, The Book
of Franza and Requiem for Fanny Goldmann constitute the ﬁnal evidence that
Ingeborg Bachmann is the most important female German-language writer of the
postwar period. The Island of Missing Trees A Novel Bloomsbury Publishing USA
A REESE'S BOOK CLUB PICK Shortlisted for the Women's Prize for Fiction "A wise
novel of love and grief, roots and branches, displacement and home, faith and belief.
Balm for our bruised times." -David Mitchell, author of Utopia Avenue A rich, magical
new novel on belonging and identity, love and trauma, nature and renewal, from the
Booker-shortlisted author of 10 Minutes 38 Seconds in This Strange World. Two
teenagers, a Greek Cypriot and a Turkish Cypriot, meet at a taverna on the island
they both call home. In the taverna, hidden beneath garlands of garlic, chili peppers
and creeping honeysuckle, Kostas and Defne grow in their forbidden love for each
other. A ﬁg tree stretches through a cavity in the roof, and this tree bears witness to
their hushed, happy meetings and eventually, to their silent, surreptitious
departures. The tree is there when war breaks out, when the capital is reduced to
ashes and rubble, and when the teenagers vanish. Decades later, Kostas returns. He
is a botanist looking for native species, but really, he's searching for lost love. Years
later a Ficus carica grows in the back garden of a house in London where Ada
Kazantzakis lives. This tree is her only connection to an island she has never visited-- her only connection to her family's troubled history and her complex identity as she
seeks to untangle years of secrets to ﬁnd her place in the world. A moving,
beautifully written, and delicately constructed story of love, division, transcendence,
history, and eco-consciousness, The Island of Missing Trees is Elif Shafak's best work
yet. Settlers of Unassigned Lands University of Michigan Press A provocative
short story collection planted at fertile and futile crossroads of self and surroundings
The African Shore Yale University Press Originally published as La Orilla Africana.
F&G Editores. Love Me Back Anchor Sharp and dangerous and breathtaking.... A
deﬁant story about a young woman choosing the life and motherhood that is best for
her, without apology." --Roxane Gay, bestselling author of Bad Feminist Marie is a
waitress at an upscale Dallas steakhouse, attuned to the appetites of her patrons
and gifted at hiding her private struggle as a young single mother behind an easy
smile and a crisp white apron. It's a world of long hours and late nights, and Marie
often gives in to self-destructive impulses, losing herself in a tangle of bodies and
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urgent highs as her desire for obliteration competes with a stubborn will to survive.
Pulsing with a ﬁerce and feral energy, Love Me Back is an unapologetic portrait of a
woman cutting a precarious path through early adulthood and the herald of a
powerful new voice in American ﬁction. Stone Arabia A Novel Simon and Schuster
Sharing a close bond that supersedes other relationships, Nic, a ﬁercely reclusive
musician; and Denise, his dedicated sister and solitary audience member, become
increasingly isolated in the wake of Nic's obsessive work, a situation that grows
vulnerable as the siblings age. By the National Book Award-nominated author of Eat
the Document. The Meat and Spirit Plan A Novel An unnamed narrator tells the
story of her life and her questionable attempts to ﬁnd meaning from empty
experiences. House to House A Tale of Modern War Simon and Schuster On 8
November 2004, the largest battle of the War on Terror began, with the US Army's
assault on Fallujah and its network of tens of thousands of insurgents hiding in
fortiﬁed bunkers, on rooftops, and inside booby-trapped houses. For Sgt. David
Bellavia of 3rd Platoon, Alpha Company, it quickly turned into a battle on foot, from
street to street and house to house. On the second day, he and his men laid siege to
a mosque, only to be driven to a rooftop and surrounded, before heavy artillery could
smash through to rescue them. By the third day, Bellavia charges an insurgent-ﬁlled
house and ﬁnds himself trapped with six enemy ﬁghters. One by one, he shoots,
wrestles, stabs, and kills ﬁve of them, until his men arrive to take care of the ﬁnal
target. It is one of the most hair-raising battle stories of any age -- yet it does not
spell the end of Bellavia's service. It would take serveral more weeks before the
Battle of Fallujah ﬁnally came to a close, with Bellavia, miraculously, alive. In the
words of the author: "HOUSE TO HOUSE holds nothing back. It is a raw, gritty look at
killing and combat and how men react to it. It is gut-wrenching, shocking and brutal.
It is honest. It is not a gloriﬁcation of war. Yet it will not shy from acknowledging this:
sometimes it takes something as terrible as war for the full beauty of the human
spirit to emerge." Asymmetry A Novel Simon and Schuster A TIME and NEW YORK
TIMES TOP 10 BOOK of the YEAR * New York Times Notable Book and Times Critic’s
Top Book of 2018 NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF 2018 BY * Elle * Bustle *
Kirkus Reviews * Lit Hub* NPR * O, The Oprah Magazine * Shelf Awareness The
bestselling and critically acclaimed debut novel by Lisa Halliday, hailed as
“extraordinary” by The New York Times, “a brilliant and complex examination of
power dynamics in love and war” by The Wall Street Journal, and “a literary
phenomenon” by The New Yorker. Told in three distinct and uniquely compelling
sections, Asymmetry explores the imbalances that spark and sustain many of our
most dramatic human relations: inequities in age, power, talent, wealth, fame,
geography, and justice. The ﬁrst section, “Folly,” tells the story of Alice, a young
American editor, and her relationship with the famous and much older writer Ezra
Blazer. A tender and exquisite account of an unexpected romance that takes place in
New York during the early years of the Iraq War, “Folly” also suggests an aspiring
novelist’s coming-of-age. By contrast, “Madness” is narrated by Amar, an IraqiAmerican man who, on his way to visit his brother in Kurdistan, is detained by
immigration oﬃcers and spends the last weekend of 2008 in a holding room in
Heathrow. These two seemingly disparate stories gain resonance as their
perspectives interact and overlap, with yet new implications for their relationship
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revealed in an unexpected coda. A stunning debut from a rising literary star,
Asymmetry is “a transgressive roman a clef, a novel of ideas, and a politically
engaged work of metaﬁction” (The New York Times Book Review), and a
“masterpiece” in the original sense of the word” (The Atlantic). Lisa Halliday’s novel
will captivate any reader with while also posing arresting questions about the very
nature of ﬁction itself. Hospitalities Transitions and Transgressions, North and
South Routledge India "This collection of imaginative essays traces notions of
hospitality across a sequence of theoretical permutations, not only as an urgent
challenge for our conﬂicted present, but also as foundational for ethics and resonant
within the play of language. The plural form of the title highlights the interimplication
of hospitality with its exclusive others, holding suspicious rejection in tension with
the receptiveness that transforms socio-cultural relations. Geographically, the
collection traverses the globe from Australia and Africa to Britain, Europe and the
United States, weaving exchanges from south to north, as well as south to south,
and thoughtfully remapping our world. Temporally, the chapters range from the
primordial hospitality oﬀered by the earth, through the Middle Ages, to
contemporary detention centers and the crisis of homelessness. Thematically,
hospitality embraces sites of dwelling and the land, humans and animals in their
complex embodiment, specters and the dead, puppets and art objects. This text
openly welcomes the reader to participate in shaping fresh critical discourses of the
hospitable, whether in literary and linguistic studies, art and architecture, philosophy
or politics"-- What Purpose Did I Serve in Your Life By the author of "Adrien
Brody," the controversial Internet piece, Marie Calloway eﬀaces the boundary
between life and narrative. Battleborn Stories Penguin The extraordinary debut
collection from the Guggenheim Award-winning author of the forthcoming Gold Fame
Citrus Winner of the 2012 Story Prize Recipient of the American Academy of Arts and
Letters 2013 Rosenthal Family Foundation Award Named one of the National Book
Foundation's "5 Under 35" ﬁction writers of 2012 Winner of New York Public Library
Young Lions Fiction Award NPR Best Short Story Collections of 2012 A Boston Globe,
San Francisco Chronicle, and Time Out New York Best Book of the year, and more . . .
Like the work of Cormac McCarthy, Denis Johnson, Richard Ford, and Annie Proulx,
Battleborn represents a near-perfect conﬂuence of sensibility and setting, and the
introduction of an exceptionally powerful and original literary voice. In each of these
ten unforgettable stories, Claire Vaye Watkins writes her way fearlessly into the
mythology of the American West, utterly reimagining it. Her characters orbit around
the region's vast spaces, winning redemption despite - and often because of - the
hardship and violence they endure. The arrival of a foreigner transforms the
exchange of eroticism and emotion at a prostitution ranch. A prospecting hermit
discovers the limits of his rugged individualism when he tries to rescue an abused
teenager. Decades after she led her best friend into a degrading encounter in a
Vegas hotel room, a woman feels the aftershock. Most bravely of all, Watkins takes
on – and reinvents – her own troubled legacy in a story that emerges from the
mayhem and destruction of Helter Skelter. Arcing from the sweeping and sublime to
the minute and personal, from Gold Rush to ghost town to desert to brothel, the
collection echoes not only in its title but also in its ﬁerce, undefeated spirit the motto
of her home state. Dark at the Crossing A novel Vintage NATIONAL BOOK AWARD
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FINALIST “Transports readers into a world few Americans know” —Washington Post A
timely new novel of stunning humanity and tension: a contemporary love story set
on the Turkish border with Syria. Haris Abadi is a man in search of a cause. An Arab
American with a conﬂicted past, he is now in Turkey, attempting to cross into Syria
and join the ﬁght against Bashar al-Assad's regime. But he is robbed before he can
make it, and is taken in by Amir, a charismatic Syrian refugee and former
revolutionary, and Amir's wife, Daphne, a sophisticated beauty haunted by grief. As
it becomes clear that Daphne is also desperate to return to Syria, Haris's choices
become ever more wrenching: Whose side is he really on? Is he a true radical or
simply an idealist? And will he be able to bring meaning to a life of increasing
frustration and helplessness? Told with compassion and a deft hand, Dark at the
Crossing is an exploration of loss, of second chances, and of why we choose to
believe--a trenchantly observed novel of raw urgency and power. “Promises to be
one of the most essential books of 2017” —Esquire High Lonesome Grove/Atlantic,
Inc. A darkly comic, ﬁercely tragic, and strikingly original odyssey into contemporary
American life by “the Jimi Hendrix of American short ﬁction” (Interview). The thirteen
masterful tales in this collection by the award-winning author of Airships and Bats
Out of Hell explore lost moments in time with intensity, emotion, and an eye to the
past. In “Uncle High Lonesome,” a young man recalls an uncle’s drinking binges and
the rage unleashed, hinting at dark waters of distress. Fishing is transformed into a
life-altering, almost mystical event in “A Creature in the Bay of St. Louis.” And in
“Snerd and Niggero,” a deep friendship between two men is inspired by the loss of a
woman they both loved. Viewed through memory and time’s distance, Barry
Hannah’s characters are brightly illuminated ﬁgures from a lost time, whose
occasionally bleak lives are still uncommonly true. “Barry Hannah’s writing is raw
and exhilarating, tortured, radiant, vicious, aggressive, funny, and streaked with
rage, pain and bright poetic truth.” —The Philadelphia Inquirer on Airships Tonight
I'm Someone Else Essays Holt Paperbacks "I had a real romance with this book."
—Miranda July A highly anticipated collection, from the writer Maggie Nelson has
called, “bracingly good...refreshing and welcome,” that explores the myriad ways in
which desire and commodiﬁcation intersect. From graﬃti gangs and Grand Theft
Auto to sugar daddies, Schopenhauer, and a deadly game of Russian roulette, in
these essays, Chelsea Hodson probes her own desires to examine where the physical
and the proprietary collide. She asks what our privacy, our intimacy, and our own
bodies are worth in the increasingly digital world of liking, linking, and sharing.
Starting with Hodson’s own work experience, which ranges from the mundane to the
bizarre—including modeling and working on a NASA Mars mission— Hodson expands
outward, looking at the ways in which the human will submits, whether in the
marketplace or in a relationship. Both tender and jarring, this collection is relevant to
anyone who’s ever searched for what the self is worth. Hodson’s accumulation within
each piece is purposeful, and her prose vivid, clear, and sometimes even shocking,
as she explores the wonderful and strange forms of desire. Tonight I'm Someone Else
is a fresh, poetic debut from an exciting emerging voice, in which Hodson asks, “How
much can a body endure?” And the resounding answer: "Almost everything."
Multiple Choice Penguin A "brilliant, innovative, beautiful" (The Guardian) book
from the acclaimed author of Chilean Poet "Dazzling . . . a work of parody, but also of
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poetry." —The New York Times Book Review NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY NPR, THE GUARDIAN, AND THE IRISH TIMES “Latin America’s new
literary star” (The New Yorker), Alejandro Zambra is celebrated around the world for
his strikingly original, slyly funny, daringly unconventional ﬁction. Now, at the height
of his powers, Zambra returns with his most audaciously brilliant book yet. Written in
the form of a standardized test, Multiple Choice invites the reader to respond to
virtuoso language exercises and short narrative passages through multiple-choice
questions that are thought-provoking, usually unanswerable, and often absurd. It
oﬀers a new kind of reading experience, one in which the reader participates directly
in the creation of meaning, and the nature of storytelling itself is called into question.
At once funny, poignant, and political, Multiple Choice is about love and family,
authoritarianism and its legacies, and the conviction that, rather than learning to
think for ourselves, we are trained to obey and repeat. Serious in its literary ambition
and playful in its execution, it conﬁrms Alejandro Zambra as one of the most
important writers working in any language. NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE SUMMER
BY THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, ELLE, THE HUFFINGTON POST, THE MILLIONS, VOX,
LIT HUB, THE BBC, THE GUARDIAN AND PUREWOW Essays and Fictions Short
stories about drugs and sex that blur the lines of reality and ﬁction The Heavenly
Table A Novel Anchor From Donald Ray Pollock, author of the highly acclaimed The
Devil All the Time and Knockemstiﬀ, comes a dark, gritty, electrifying (and,
disturbingly, weirdly funny) new novel that will solidify his place among the best
contemporary American authors. It is 1917, in that sliver of border land that divides
Georgia from Alabama. Dispossessed farmer Pearl Jewett ekes out a hardscrabble
existence with his three young sons: Cane (the eldest; handsome; intelligent); Cob
(short; heavy set; a bit slow); and Chimney (the youngest; thin; ill-tempered).
Several hundred miles away in southern Ohio, a farmer by the name of Ellsworth
Fiddler lives with his son, Eddie, and his wife, Eula. After Ellsworth is swindled out of
his family's entire fortune, his life is put on a surprising, unforgettable, and violent
trajectory that will directly lead him to cross paths with the Jewetts. No good can
come of it. Or can it? In the gothic tradition of Flannery O'Connor and Cormac
McCarthy with a healthy dose of cinematic violence reminiscent of Sam Peckinpah,
Quentin Tarantino and the Coen Brothers, the Jewetts and the Fiddlers will ﬁnd their
lives colliding in increasingly dark and horriﬁc ways, placing Donald Ray Pollock
ﬁrmly in the company of the genre's literary masters. The Raw Shark Texts Open
Road + Grove/Atlantic This genre-bending national bestseller is “a horror-dystopicphilosophical mash-up, drawing comparisons to Borges, The Matrix and Jaws” (The
New York Times Magazine). Eric Sanderson wakes up in a house he doesn’t
recognize, unable to remember anything of his life. A note instructs him to call a Dr.
Randle, who informs him that he is undergoing yet another episode of memory loss,
and that for the last two years—since the tragic death of his great love, Clio, while
vacationing in Greece—he’s been suﬀering from an acute dissociative disorder. But
there may be more to the story, or it may be a diﬀerent story altogether. With the
help of allies found on the fringes of society, Eric embarks on an edge-of-your-seat
journey to uncover the truth about himself and escape the predatory forces that
threaten to consume him. Moving with the pace and momentum of a superb thriller,
exploring ideas about language and information, as well as identity, this is ultimately
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a novel about the magnitude of love and the devastating eﬀect of losing that love.
“Paced like a thriller, it reads like a deluge . . . Herman Melville meets Michael
Crichton, or Thomas Pynchon meets Douglas Adams.” —San Francisco Chronicle
“Rousingly inventive.” —The Washington Post “Unforgettable ﬁction.” —Playboy “A
thriller that will haunt you.” —GQ “Sharp and clear . . . Writing on the edge of the
form.” —Los Angeles Times “Huge fun, and I gleefully recommend it.” —Audrey
Niﬀenegger, international–bestselling author of The Time Traveler’s Wife “Fast, sexy,
intriguing, intelligent.” —Toby Litt The Names Vintage In an expatriate's world of
turmoil and danger, American risk analyst James Axton learns of a ritual-murder cult
in the Aegean and follows the trail to its secret meanings in the ancient city of
Lahore Otto Von Trapezoid and the Empress of Thieves "Filled with adventure,
action and outrageous comedy, OTTO VON TRAPEZOID & THE EMPRESS OF THIEVES
is a wildly entertaining read." -Paul Regnier, author of Space Drifters: The Emerald
Enigma OTTO VON TRAPEZOID AND THE EMPRESS OF THIEVES is the story of two
criminal masterminds who can conquer anything except their own feelings. Otto Von
Trapezoid is a mad scientist who rules an army of robots from his orbital space
station. Angry and grumpy, he sees no value in humanity except becoming their
ruler. Esmerelda Santa Monica is the stylish self-proclaimed "Empress of Thieves,"
who values her own legend and the thrill of the theft over actual wealth. Both live
lonely lives, the desire to become the greatest villains of all time primarily on their
minds When the two meet in simultaneous attempts to blackmail the UN, their
instincts are to attempt to kill one another, but soon they discover a mutual
attraction that neither thought possible. Once they begin to pool their resources, the
pair seems on track to become the most successful evil-doers of all time and set out
to conquer the world itself. But what happens when their villainous natures emerge,
and both realize there can only be one absolute ruler of Earth? Can either be
satisﬁed with being second to another? To make matters worse, they must deal with
the protestations of Otto's sidekick robot SCRAP, the meddling of their fellow villains,
their families, and worst of all, heroic superspy Jake Indestructible is determined to
bring them both down, once and for all. Filled with robot dinosaurs, exploding dinner
parties, and villainous poker games, OTTO VON TRAPEZOID AND THE EMPRESS OF
THIEVES is a hilarious sci-ﬁ comedy that will leave you falling in love with the bad
guys! Pity the Animal Literary Nonﬁction. PITY THE ANIMAL, an essay by Chelsea
Hodson, explores the concept of human submission and commodiﬁcation by way of
window displays, wild animals, performance art, and sugar daddy dating websites.
"How much can a body endure? Almost everything." Strange Cowboy Lincoln
Dahl Turns Five Pressed by the death of the neighbor's dog on the eve of his son's
ﬁfth birthday party, Lincoln Dahl shares the story of his own birthday as a child, but
it quickly disintegrates into personal musings about life, death, and relationships.
Between Two Millstones, Book 2 Exile in America, 1978-1994 University of
Notre Dame Pess This compelling account concludes Nobel Prize–winner Aleksandr
Solzhenitsyn’s literary memoirs of his years in the West after his forced exile from
the USSR following the publication of The Gulag Archipelago. The book reﬂects both
the pain of separation from his Russian homeland and the chasm of
miscomprehension between him and Western opinion makers. In Between Two
Millstones, Solzhenitsyn likens his position to that of a grain that becomes lodged
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between two massive stones, each grinding away—the Soviet Communist power with
its propaganda machine on the one hand and the Western establishment with its
mainstream media on the other. Book 2 picks up the story of Solzhenitsyn’s
remarkable life after the raucous publicity over his 1978 Harvard Address has died
down. The author parries attacks from the Soviet state (and its many fellow-travelers
in the Western press) as well as from recent émigrés who, according to Solzhenitsyn,
defame Russian culture, history, and religion. He shares his unvarnished view of
several infamous episodes, such as a sabotaged meeting with Ronald Reagan,
aborted Senate hearings regarding Radio Liberty, and Gorbachev’s protracted refusal
to allow The Gulag Archipelago to be published back home. There is also a
captivating chapter detailing his trips to Japan, Taiwan, and Great Britain, including
meetings with Margaret Thatcher and Prince Charles and Princess Diana. Meanwhile,
the central themes of Book 1 course through this volume, too—the immense artistic
quandary of fashioning The Red Wheel, staunch Western hostility to the historical
and future Russia (and how much can, or should, the author do about it), and the
challenges of raising his three sons in the language and spirit of Russia while cut oﬀ
from the homeland in a remote corner of rural New England. The book concludes in
1994, as Solzhenitsyn bids farewell to the West in a valedictory series of speeches
and meetings with world leaders, including John Paul II, and prepares at last to return
home with his beloved wife Natalia, full of misgivings about what use he can be in
the ﬁrst chaotic years of post-Communist Russia, but never wavering in his
conviction that, in the long run, his books would speak, inﬂuence, and convince. This
vibrant, faithful, and long-awaited ﬁrst English translation of Between Two Millstones,
Book 2, will fascinate Solzhenitsyn's many admirers, as well as those interested in
twentieth-century history, Russian history, and literature in general. The Splendid
Things We Planned A Family Portrait Simon and Schuster A National Book Critics
Circle Award Finalist 'Autobiography' The renowned biographer’s unforgettable
portrait of a family in ruins—his own. Meet the Baileys: Burck, a prosperous lawyer
once voted the American Legion’s “Citizen of the Year” in his tiny hometown of
Vinita, Oklahoma; his wife Marlies, who longs to recapture her festive life in
Greenwich Village as a pretty young German immigrant, fresh oﬀ the boat; their
addled son Scott, who repeatedly crashes the family Porsche; and Blake, the
younger son, trying to ﬁnd a way through the storm. “You’re gonna be just like me,”
a drunken Scott taunts him. "You’re gonna be worse." Winner of the National Book
Critics Circle Award and ﬁnalist for the Pulitzer Prize, Blake Bailey has been hailed as
"addictively readable" by the New York Times and praised for his ability to capture
lives "compellingly and in harrowing detail" by Time. The Splendid Things We
Planned is his darkly funny account of growing up in the shadow of an erratic and
increasingly dangerous brother, an exhilarating and sometimes harrowing story that
culminates in one unforgettable Christmas. Bitter Orange Tin House Books An NPR
Best Book of the Year A Most Anticipated Book at Time Magazine, Entertainment
Weekly, Vulture, Elle, BUST, HuﬀPost, NYLON, Southern Living, Parade, and more
From the author of Our Endless Numbered Days and Swimming Lessons, Bitter
Orange is a seductive psychological portrait, a keyhole into the dangers of longing
and how far a woman might go to escape her past. From the attic of Lyntons, a
dilapidated English country mansion, Frances Jellico sees them—Cara ﬁrst: dark and
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beautiful, then Peter: striking and serious. The couple is spending the summer of
1969 in the rooms below hers while Frances is researching the architecture in the
surrounding gardens. But she's distracted. Beneath a ﬂoorboard in her bathroom,
she ﬁnds a peephole that gives her access to her neighbors’ private lives. To
Frances' surprise, Cara and Peter are keen to get to know her. It is the ﬁrst occasion
she has had anybody to call a friend, and before long they are spending every day
together: eating lavish dinners, drinking bottle after bottle of wine, and smoking
cigarettes until the ash piles up on the crumbling furniture. Frances is dazzled. But
as the hot summer rolls lazily on, it becomes clear that not everything is right
between Cara and Peter. The stories that Cara tells don’t quite add up, and as
Frances becomes increasingly entangled in the lives of the glamorous, hedonistic
couple, the boundaries between truth and lies, right and wrong, begin to blur. Amid
the decadence, a small crime brings on a bigger one: a crime so terrible that it will
brand their lives forever. Elegy on Kinderklavier Sarabande Books “[An]
impressive debut short story collection . . . These haunting stories deserve a wide
audience” (Library Journal, starred review). Winner of the 2015 PEN/Hemingway
Award The stories in Elegy on Kinderklavier explore the profound loss and intricate
eﬀects of war on lives that have been suddenly misaligned. A diplomat navigates a
hostile political climate and an arranged marriage in an Israeli settlement on a newly
discovered planet; a small town in Kansas shuns the army recruiter who signed up its
boys as troops are deployed to Iraq, falling in helicopters and on grenades; a family
dissolves around mental illness and a child’s body overtaken by cancer. The moment
a soldier steps on an explosive device is painfully reproduced, nanosecond by
nanosecond. Arna Bontemps Hemenway’s stories feel pulled out of time and place,
and the suﬀering of his characters seem at once otherworldly and stunningly
familiar. Elegy on Kinderklavier is a disquieting exploration of what it is to lose and
be lost. “Story after story, this collection surprised me and set my mind ablaze.”
—Alan Heathcock, author of Volt “Arna Hemenway writes a ﬁction whose
satisfactions are not merely narrative but musical, and it is a pleasure to listen to his
stories as they rise into song.” —Kevin Brockmeier, author of A Few Seconds of
Radiant Filmstrip “Death is an imminent, lurking presence in this debut collection of
seven stories, which explore the conﬂuence of fate and circumstance that places
men in situations of anguish and despair.” —Publishers Weekly Damnation Spring
Simon and Schuster NATIONAL BESTSELLER Named a Best Book of 2021 by
Newsweek, the San Francisco Chronicle, The Washington Post, and the Los Angeles
Times “A glorious book—an assured novel that’s gorgeously told.” —The New York
Times Book Review “An incredibly moving epic about an unforgettable family.”
—CBS Sunday Morning “[An] absorbing novel…I felt both grateful to have known
these people and bereft at the prospect of leaving them behind.” —The Washington
Post A stunning novel about love, work, and marriage that asks how far one family
and one community will go to protect their future. Colleen and Rich Gundersen are
raising their young son, Chub, on the rugged California coast. It’s 1977, and life in
this Paciﬁc Northwest logging town isn’t what it used to be. For generations, the
community has lived and breathed timber; now that way of life is threatened.
Colleen is an amateur midwife. Rich is a tree-topper. It’s a dangerous job that
requires him to scale trees hundreds of feet tall—a job that both his father and
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grandfather died doing. Colleen and Rich want a better life for their son—and they
take steps to assure their future. Rich secretly spends their savings on a swath of
ancient redwoods. But when Colleen, grieving the loss of a recent pregnancy and
desperate to have a second child, challenges the logging company’s use of the
herbicides she believes are responsible for the many miscarriages in the community,
Colleen and Rich ﬁnd themselves on opposite sides of a budding conﬂict. As tensions
in the town rise, they threaten the very thing the Gundersens are trying to protect:
their family. Told in prose as clear as a spring-fed creek, Damnation Spring is an
intimate, compassionate portrait of a family whose bonds are tested and a
community clinging to a vanishing way of life. An extraordinary story of the
transcendent, enduring power of love—between husband and wife, mother and child,
and longtime neighbors. An essential novel for our times. Neon in Daylight
Hachette UK 'What do you get when a writer of extreme intelligence, insight, style
and beauty chronicles the lives of self-absorbed hedonists - The Great Gatsby, Bright
Lights, Big City, and now Neon in Daylight. Hermione Hoby held me spellbound' Ann
Patchett, author of COMMONWEALTH 'Hoby is so good at unpacking all the strange
dynamics at work in sex and desire' Emma Cline, author of THE GIRLS 'The perfect
book with which to while away those hot summer nights' Independent 'Expect
Gatsby-esque hedonism and lyricism' Evening Standard 'You will be transﬁxed' The
Pool 'Smart, shimmering ... glinting with pocketable images and insights ... A vibrant
rush of a novel' Observer A New York summer so hot the air is turning yellow. Kate, a
young woman newly arrived from London, is determined to become the kind of
person who is up for it and down for it - and not remotely troubled over how those
two semantically opposed phrases could have come to mean the same thing. In the
sweltering city, she encounters Bill, a once-lauded now booze-sodden novelist, and
Inez, his teenage daughter who makes extra cash catering to the sexual fantasies of
men she has met online - and falls into a complex infatuation with them both. The
Family Fang A Novel Harper Collins Mr. and Mrs. Fang called it art. Their children
called it mischief. Performance artists Caleb and Camille Fang dedicated themselves
to making great art. But when an artist’s work lies in subverting normality, it can be
diﬃcult to raise well-adjusted children. Just ask Buster and Annie Fang. For as long
as they can remember, they starred (unwillingly) in their parents’ madcap pieces.
But now that they are grown up, the chaos of their childhood has made it diﬃcult to
cope with life outside the ﬁshbowl of their parents’ strange world. When the lives
they’ve built come crashing down, brother and sister have nowhere to go but home,
where they discover that Caleb and Camille are planning one last performance–their
magnum opus–whether the kids agree to participate or not. Soon, ambition breeds
conﬂict, bringing the Fangs to face the diﬃcult decision about what’s ultimately
more important: their family or their art. Filled with Kevin Wilson’s endless creativity,
vibrant prose, sharp humor, and keen sense of the complex performances that
unfold in the relationships of people who love one another, The Family Fang is a
masterfully executed tale that is as bizarre as it is touching.
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