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KEY=BIRCHWOOD - MELTON KEIRA
BIRCHWOOD
Vintage An early classic from the Man Booker-prize winning author of The Sea. I am therefore I think. So starts John Banville’s 1973 novel Birchwood, a novel that centers around Gabriel Godkin and his
return to his dilapidated family estate. After years away, Gabriel returns to a house ﬁlled with memories and despair. Delving deep into family secrets—a cold father, a tortured mother, an insane
grandmother—Gabriel also recalls his ﬁrst encounters with love and loss. At once a novel of a family, of isolation, and of a blighted Ireland, Birchwood is a remarkable and complex story about the end of
innocence for one boy and his country, told in the brilliantly styled prose of one of our most essential writers.

REGRESO A BIRCHWOOD
LONG LANKIN
STORIES
Vintage An early short story collection by the Man Booker Prize-winning author of The Sea explores the depths of family dysfunction, insanity and death and includes the stories of a couple being torn
apart by wealth and an elderly man's descent into nature and madness. Original.

THE NEWTON LETTER
David R. Godine Publisher With hopes of ﬁnding the solitude necessary to ﬁnish a long-overdue book on Isaac Newton, a historian rents a summer cottage in the countryside outside of Dublin but
becomes distracted by his curious neighbors

THE INFINITIES
Vintage On a languid midsummer’s day in the countryside, old Adam Godley, a renowned theoretical mathematician, is dying. His family gathers at his bedside: his son, young Adam, struggling to
maintain his marriage to a radiantly beautiful actress; his nineteen-year-old daughter, Petra, ﬁlled with voices and visions as she waits for the inevitable; their mother, Ursula, whose relations with the
Godley children are strained at best; and Petra’s “young man”—very likely more interested in the father than the daughter—who has arrived for a superbly ill-timed visit. But the Godley family is not alone
in their vigil. Around them hovers a family of mischievous immortals—among them, Zeus, who has his eye on young Adam’s wife; Pan, who has taken the doughy, perspiring form of an old unwelcome
acquaintance; and Hermes, who is the genial and omniscient narrator: “We too are petty and vindictive,” he tells us, “just like you, when we are put to it.” As old Adam’s days on earth run down, these
unearthly beings start to stir up trouble, to sometimes wildly unintended eﬀect. . . . Blissfully inventive and playful, rich in psychological insight and sensual detail, The Inﬁnities is at once a gloriously
earthy romp and a wise look at the terrible, wonderful plight of being human—a dazzling novel from one of the most widely admired and acclaimed writers at work today.

THE SEA
Vintage *Winner of the Man Booker Prize* A luminous novel about love, loss, and the unpredictable power of memory. In this “extraordinary meditation on mortality, grief, death, childhood and memory"
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(USA Today), John Banville introduces us to Max Morden, a middle-aged Irishman who has gone back to the seaside town where he spent his summer holidays as a child to cope with the recent loss of his
wife. It is also a return to the place where he met the Graces, the well-heeled family with whom he experienced the strange suddenness of both love and death for the ﬁrst time. What Max comes to
understand about the past, and about its indelible eﬀects on him, is at the center of this elegiac, gorgeously written novel — among the ﬁnest we have had from this masterful writer.

ANCIENT LIGHT
Vintage The Man Booker Prize-winning author of The Sea gives us a brilliant, profoundly moving new novel about an actor in the twilight of his life and his career: a meditation on love and loss, and on the
inscrutable immediacy of the past in our present lives. Is there any diﬀerence between memory and invention? That is the question that fuels this stunning novel, written with the depth of character, the
clarifying lyricism and the sly humor that have marked all of John Banville’s extraordinary works. And it is the question that haunts Alexander Cleave, an actor in the twilight of his career and of his life, as
he plumbs the memories of his ﬁrst—and perhaps only—love (he, ﬁfteen years old, the woman more than twice his age, the mother of his best friend; the situation impossible, thrilling, devouring and
ﬁnally devastating) . . . and of his daughter, lost to a kind of madness of mind and heart that Cleave can only fail to understand. When his dormant acting career is suddenly, inexplicably revived with a
movie role portraying a man who may not be who he says he is, his young leading lady—famous and fragile—unwittingly gives him the opportunity to see with aching clarity the “chasm that yawns
between the doing of a thing and the recollection of what was done.” Ancient Light is a profoundly moving meditation on love and loss, on the inscrutable immediacy of the past in our present lives, on
how invention shapes memory and memory shapes the man. It is a book of spellbinding power and pathos from one of the greatest masters of prose at work today. This eBook edition includes a Reading
Group Guide.

MRS. OSMOND
Vintage In Mrs. Osmond, John Banville continues the story of Isabel Archer, the young protagonist of Henry James's beloved The Portrait of a Lady. Eager but naïve, in James's novel Isabel comes into a
large, unforeseen inheritance and marries the charming, penniless, and--as Isabel ﬁnds out too late--cruel and deceitful Gilbert Osmond. Here Banville imagines Isabel's second chapter telling the story of a
woman reawakened by grief and the knowledge that she has been grievously wronged, and determined to resume her quest for freedom and independence. A masterly novel of betrayal, corruption, and
moral ambiguity, Mrs. Osmond would have thrilled James himself.

SHROUD
Vintage One part Nietzsche, one part Humbert Humbert, and a soupcon of Milton’s Lucifer, Axel Vander, the dizzyingly unreliable narrator of John Banville’s masterful new novel, is very old, recently
widowed, and the bearer of a fearsome reputation as a literary dandy and bully. A product of the Old World, he is also an escapee from its conﬂagrations, with the wounds to prove it. And everything about
him is a lie. Now those lies have been unraveled by a mysterious young woman whom Vander calls “Miss Nemesis.” They are to meet in Turin, a city best known for its enigmatic shroud. Is her purpose to
destroy Vander or to save him—or simply to show him what lies beneath the shroud in which he has wrapped his life? A splendidly moving exploration of identity, duplicity, and desire, Shroud is Banville’s
most rapturous performance to date.

THE BOOK OF EVIDENCE
Vintage John Banville’s stunning powers of mimicry are brilliantly on display in this engrossing novel, the darkly compelling confession of an improbable murderer. Freddie Montgomery is a highly cultured
man, a husband and father living the life of a dissolute exile on a Mediterranean island. When a debt comes due and his wife and child are held as collateral, he returns to Ireland to secure funds. That
pursuit leads to murder. And here is his attempt to present evidence, not of his innocence, but of his life, of the events that lead to the murder he committed because he could. Like a hero out of Nabokov
or Camus, Montgomery is a chillingly articulate, self-aware, and amoral being, whose humanity is painfully on display.

DOCTOR COPERNICUS
Vintage Sixteenth century Europe is teeming with change and controversy: wars are being waged by princes and bishops and the repercussions of Luther are being felt through a convulsing Germany. In
a remote corner of Poland a modest canon is practicing medicine and studying the heavens, preparing a theory that will shatter the medieval view of the universe. In this astonishing work of historical
imagination, John Banville oﬀers a vivid portrait of a man of painful reticence, haunted by a malevolent brother and baﬄed by the conspiracies that rage around him and his ideas. For in a world that is
equal parts splendor and barbarism, an obscure cleric who seeks "the secret music of the universe" poses a most devastating threat.
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ECLIPSE
A NOVEL
Vintage In this deeply moving and original book, John Banville alloys mystery, fable, and ghost story with poignant psychological acuity to forge the riveting story of a man wary of the future, plagued by
the past, and so uncertain in the present that he cannot discern the spectral from the real. When renowned actor Alexander Cleave was a boy living in a large house with his widowed mother and various
itinerant lodgers, he encountered a strikingly vivid ghost of his father. Now that he’s ﬁfty and has returned to his boyhood home to recover from a nervous breakdown on stage, he is not surprised to ﬁnd
the place still haunted. He is surprised, however, at the presence of two new lodgers who have covertly settled into his old roost. And he is soon overwhelmed by how they, coupled with an onslaught of
disturbing memories, compel him to confront the clutter that has become his life: ruined career, tenuous marriage, and troubled relationship with an estranged daughter destined for doom.

JOHN BANVILLE
A CRITICAL STUDY
A study of the complete work of John Banville up to and including The Book of Evidence. The book emphasises the imaginative strategies and patterns of Banville's ﬁction - which contains many elements
of both modernist and post-modernist writing - and suggests its position in modern literature.

THE UNTOUCHABLE
Vintage One of the most dazzling and adventurous writers now working in English takes on the enigma of the Cambridge spies in a novel of exquisite menace, biting social comedy, and vertiginous moral
complexity. The narrator is the elderly Victor Maskell, formerly of British intelligence, for many years art expert to the Queen. Now he has been unmasked as a Russian agent and subjected to a disgrace
that is almost a kind of death. But at whose instigation? As Maskell retraces his tortuous path from his recruitment at Cambridge to the airless upper regions of the establishment, we discover a ﬁgure of
manifold doubleness: Irishman and Englishman; husband, father, and lover of men; betrayer and dupe. Beautifully written, ﬁlled with convincing ﬁctional portraits of Maskell's co-conspirators, and vibrant
with the mysteries of loyalty and identity, The Untouchable places John Banville in the select company of both Conrad and le Carre. Winner of the Lannan Literary Award for Fiction "Contemporary ﬁction
gets no better than this... Banville's books teem with life and humor." - Patrick McGrath, The New York Times Book Review "Victor Maskell is one of the great characters in recent ﬁction... The Untouchable
is the best work of art in any medium on [its] subject." -Washington Post Book World "As remarkable a literary voice as any to come out of Ireland; Joyce and Beckett notwithstanding." -San Francisco
Chronicle

ATHENA
Vintage From the internationally acclaimed author of The Book of Evidence and Ghosts comes a mesmerizing novel that is both a literary thriller and a love story as sumptuously perverse as Lolita. "A
strange and dreamlike book . . . Banville has a breathtaking style."--Boston Globe.

TIME PIECES
A DUBLIN MEMOIR
Knopf Presents a memoir of the author's life near Dublin, a city that inspired his imagination and literary life and served as a backdrop for the dissatisfactions of adult years shaped by Dublin's cultural,
political, architectural, and social history.

THE SUPREME FICTIONS OF JOHN BANVILLE
Manchester University Press This is the most up-to-date and comprehensive study available of Ireland’s foremost novelist. It oﬀers critical commentary on the full range of Banville’s ﬁction (including
the plays) and views that ﬁction in the contexts of contemporary critical theory. It argues that Banville’s work is deeply inﬂuenced by Romantic and Modernist mythologies of the creative imagination. The
introduction surveys Banville’s relation to Irish, European and American writing, and is followed by close textual analyses of each of Banville’s texts, from Long Lankin to The Untouchable.
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DREAM OF FAIR TO MIDDLING WOMEN
A NOVEL
Simon and Schuster This is Samuel Beckett’s ﬁrst novel and “literary landmark” (St. Petersburg Times)—a savory introduction to the Nobel Prize–winning author. Written in the summer of 1932, when
the twenty-six-year-old Beckett was poor and struggling to make ends meet, Dream of Fair to Middling Women oﬀers a rare and revealing portrait of the artist as a young man. Later on, Beckett would call
the novel “the chest into which I threw all my wild thoughts.” When he submitted it to several publishers, all of them found it too literary, too scandalous, or too risky, and it was sadly never published
during his lifetime. In this stunning ﬁrst novel, Belacqua—a young version of Molloy, whose love is divided between two women, Smeraldina-Rima and Alba—“wrestles with his lusts and learning across
vocabularies and continents, before a ﬁnal ‘relapse into Dublin’,” says the New Yorker. Youthfully exuberant and visibly inﬂuenced by Joyce, Dream of Fair to Middling Women is a work of extraordinary
virtuosity. Beckett delights in the wordplay and sheer joy of language that mark his later work. Above all in this handsomely bound hardcover edition, the story brims with the black humor that, like brief
stabs of sunlight, pierces the darkness of his vision.

APRIL IN SPAIN
A NOVEL
Harlequin *NATIONAL BESTSELLER* Booker Prize winner John Banville returns with a dark and evocative new mystery set on the Spanish coast Don't disturb the dead… On the idyllic coast of San
Sebastian, Spain, Dublin pathologist Quirke is struggling to relax, despite the beaches, cafés and the company of his disarmingly lovely wife. When he glimpses a familiar face in the twilight at Las Acadas
bar, it's hard at ﬁrst to tell whether his imagination is just running away with him. Because this young woman can't be April Latimer. She was murdered by her brother, years ago—the conclusion to an
unspeakable scandal that shook one of Ireland's foremost political dynasties. Unable to ignore his instincts, Quirke makes a call back home to Ireland and soon Detective St. John Straﬀord is dispatched to
Spain. But he's not the only one en route. A relentless hit man is on the hunt for his latest prey, and the next victim might be Quirke himself. Sumptous, propulsive and utterly transporting, April in Spain is
the work of a master writer at the top of his game.

THE BLUE GUITAR
A NOVEL
Vintage John Banville, the Man Booker Prize–winning author of The Sea and Ancient Light, now gives us a new novel—at once trenchant, witty, and shattering—about the intricacies of artistic creation,
about theft, and about the ways in which we learn to possess one another, and to hold on to ourselves. Equally self-aggrandizing and self-deprecating, our narrator, Oliver Otway Orme (“O O O. An
absurdity. You could hang me over the door of a pawnshop”), is a painter of some renown and a petty thief who has never before been caught and steals only for pleasure. Both art and the art of thievery
have been part of his “endless eﬀort at possession,” but now he’s pushing ﬁfty, feels like a hundred, and things have not been going so well. Having recognized the “man-killing crevasse” that exists
between what he sees and any representation he might make of it, he has stopped painting. And his last act of thievery—the last time he felt its “secret shiver of bliss”—has been discovered. The fact that
the purloined possession was the wife of the man who was, perhaps, his best friend has compelled him to run away—from his mistress, his home, his wife; from whatever remains of his impulse to paint;
and from a tragedy that has long haunted him—and to sequester himself in the house where he was born. Trying to uncover in himself the answer to how and why things have turned out as they have,
excavating memories of family, of places he has called home, and of the way he has apprehended the world around him (“one of my eyes is forever turning towards the world beyond”), Olly reveals the
very essence of a man who, in some way, has always been waiting to be rescued from himself.

KEPLER
A NOVEL
Vintage In a brilliant illumination of the Renaissance mind, acclaimed Irish novelist John Banville re-creates the life of Johannes Kepler and his incredible drive to chart the orbits of the planets and the
geometry of the universe. Wars, witchcraft, and disease rage throughout Europe. For this court mathematician, vexed by domestic strife, appalled by the religious upheavals that have driven him from
exile to exile, and vulnerable to the whims of his eccentric patrons, astronomy is a quest for some form of divine order. For all the mathematical precision of his exploration, though, it is a seemingly
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elusive quest until he makes one glorious and profound discovery.

SNOW
A NOVEL
Harlequin *NATIONAL BESTSELLER* *SHORTLISTED FOR THE CWA HISTORICAL DAGGER AWARD* A Globe and Mail Best Book of the Year A New York Times Editors’ Choice Pick “Banville sets up and then
deftly demolishes the Agatha Christie format…superbly rich and sophisticated.”—New York Times Book Review The incomparable Booker Prize winner’s next great crime novel—the story of a family whose
secrets resurface when a parish priest is found murdered in their ancestral home Detective Inspector St. John Straﬀord has been summoned to County Wexford to investigate a murder. A parish priest has
been found dead in Ballyglass House, the family seat of the aristocratic, secretive Osborne family. The year is 1957 and the Catholic Church rules Ireland with an iron ﬁst. Straﬀord—ﬂinty, visibly Protestant
and determined to identify the murderer—faces obstruction at every turn, from the heavily accumulating snow to the culture of silence in the tight-knit community he begins to investigate. As he delves
further, he learns the Osbornes are not at all what they seem. And when his own deputy goes missing, Straﬀord must work to unravel the ever-expanding mystery before the community’s secrets, like the
snowfall itself, threaten to obliterate everything. Beautifully crafted, darkly evocative and pulsing with suspense, Snow is “the Irish master” (New Yorker) John Banville at his page-turning best. Don't miss
John Banville's next novel, April in Spain!

GHOSTS
Pan Macmillan ‘A beautiful, beguiling book full of resonances that continue to sound long after you’ve turned the ﬁnal page. Its imagining is magical, its execution dazzlingly skilful.’ Sunday Tribune
Ghosts opens with a shipwreck, leaving a party of sightseers temporarily marooned on an island. The stranded castaways make their way towards the big isolated house which is home to the reclusive
Professor Silas Kreutznaer and his laconic assistant, Licht, but it is also home to another, unnamed presence . . . Onto this seemingly haunted island, where a strange singing hangs in the air, John Banville
drops an intriguing cast of characters – including a murderer – and weaves a tale where the details are clear but the conclusion polymorphous – shifting appearances, transformations and thwarted
assumptions make this world of uneasy calm utterly enthralling.

ALL ON SHOW
THE CIRCUS IN IRISH LITERATURE AND CULTURE
All on Show takes the circus in literature as its theme. The book introduces readers to the obscure history of the circus and travelling entertainment in Ireland while contextualising celebrated works by
major writers of the twentieth century including Ó Conaire, Joyce, Yeats, Friel and Heaney. It uses theories of performance to explore how and why writers might turn to the world of the circus for
inspiration as they confront issues of politics, national identity, gender and sexuality. At the same time, Lybeck acknowledges the sensual intensity of the circus while reading live performance events, ﬁlm
and visual art alongside her literary subjects. The study is complemented by analysis of hitherto neglected archival material and exciting original interviews with John Banville, Neil Jordan and Paul
Muldoon. Never before has the circus been treated with such seriousness as a theme in Irish writing. As a result, All on Show, oﬀers readers the opportunity to reﬂect on changes in Irish culture and society
from a unique perspective: one that is at once dazzling and unsettling; disheartening and enchanting

FOOLS OF FORTUNE
Penguin Penguin Classics is proud to welcome William Trevor—"Ireland’s answer to Chekhov" (The Boston Globe) and "one of the best writers of our era" (The Washington Post)—to our distinguished list
of literary masters. In this award-winning novel, an informer’s body is found on the estate of a wealthy Irish family shortly after the First World War, and an appalling cycle of revenge is set in motion. Led
by a zealous sergeant, the Black and Tans set ﬁre to the family home, and only young Willie and his mother escape alive. Fatherless, Willie grows into manhood while his alcoholic mother’s bitter
resentment festers. And though he ﬁnds love, Willie is unable to leave the terrible injuries of the past behind. First time in Penguin Classics Winner of the Whitbread Novel of the Year Award

PORTIA COUGHLAN
Dramatists Play Service Inc THE STORY: Beautiful and blessed with a wealthy, adoring husband and three young sons, Portia Coughlan would seem to have it all, but grief over the drowning of her twin
brother, Gabriel, ﬁfteen years ago in the Belmont River continues to torment
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THE SECRET GUESTS
A NOVEL
Henry Holt and Company "When you're done binge-watching The Crown, pick up this multifaceted wartime thriller." —Kirkus Reviews As London endures nightly German bombings, Britain’s secret
service whisks the princesses Elizabeth and Margaret from England, seeking safety for the young royals on an old estate in Ireland. Ahead of the German Blitz during World War II, English parents from
every social class sent their children to the countryside for safety, displacing more than three million young oﬀspring. In The Secret Guests, the British royal family takes this evacuation a step further,
secretly moving the princesses to the estate of the Duke of Edenmore in “neutral” Ireland. A female English secret agent, Miss Celia Nashe, and a young Irish detective, Garda Straﬀord, are assigned to
watch over “Ellen” and “Mary” at Clonmillis Hall. But the Irish stable hand, the housemaid, the formidable housekeeper, the Duke himself, and other Irish townspeople, some of whom lost family to English
gunshots during the War of Independence, go freely about their business in and around the great house. Soon suspicions about the guests’ true identities percolate, a dangerous boredom sets in for the
princesses, and, within and without Clonmillis acreage, passions as well as stakes rise. Benjamin Black, who has good information that the princesses were indeed in Ireland for a time during the Blitz,
draws readers into a novel as fascinating as the nascent career of Miss Nashe, as tender as the homesickness of the sisters, as intriguing as Irish-English relations during WWII, and as suspenseful and
ultimately action-packed as war itself.

FORGIVING THE ANGEL
FOUR STORIES FOR FRANZ KAFKA
Vintage From one of our most thought-provoking and admired writers, a brilliant, beautiful, and sometimes heartbreaking group of stories based on a circle of real people who are held together by love of
their friend Franz Kafka. The sequence opens with Max Brod, Kafka’s friend and literary executor, telling us about Kafka and Dora Diamant, their love growing stronger even as Kafka is dying of
tuberculosis. Kafka talks with Brod about forgiving the Angel of Death, but Brod wonders if Franz is really talking about Brod’s forgiving Kafka for the predicament he’s put him in, having instructed Max to
prove his love for Franz by burning the work Brod most admires: Franz’s unpublished stories. Next there is a brief interlude—perhaps a lost Kafka story, or is it a story about a lost Kafka story which is
perhaps itself masquerading as one of the things that in anger Brod neither burned nor published? The story that follows tells of Dora’s marriage to the militant German Communist Lusk Lask and his
attempt to break the hold of the angelic Kafka on his wife’s imagination by giving her a daughter. We watch this family in its move to the Soviet Union to escape Hitler, and as Dora and her daughter ﬂee
the Soviet Union to escape Stalin, leaving Lusk behind in the Gulag. Later, when Lusk tries to connect with his daughter again, the Angel Kafka seems once again to stand in his way, a force in his
daughter’s life that seemingly destroys as it sustains. In the last story we meet Milena Jasenska, another of Kafka’s lovers, and Eva, the woman who, after surviving Stalin’s camps, meets Milena in a Nazi
concentration camp and is reborn in this hell through her love for her, though perhaps trapped there in memory because of that love as well. By the end, these moving love stories with Kafka as their
presiding ghost have told the calamitous story of Europe in the Century of the Camps. Imbued with a gravitas and dark irony that recall Kafka’s own work, these stories nonetheless also bear the singular
imaginary stamp and the keen psychological and emotional insight that have marked all of Jay Cantor’s ﬁction.

THE NEW CONFESSIONS
A NOVEL
Vintage In this extraordinary novel, William Boyd presents the autobiography of John James Todd, whose uncanny and exhilarating life as one of the most unappreciated geniuses of the twentieth century
is equal parts Laurence Stern, Charles Dickens, Robertson Davies, and Saul Bellow, and a hundred percent William Boyd. From his birth in 1899, Todd was doomed. Emerging from his angst-ﬁlled
childhood, he rushes into the throes of the twentieth century on the Western Front during the Great War, and quickly changes his role on the battleﬁeld from cannon fodder to cameraman. When he
becomes a prisoner of war, he discovers Rousseau's Confessions, and dedicates his life to bringing the memoir to the silver screen. Plagued by bad luck and blind ambition, Todd becomes a celebrated
London upstart, a Weimar luminary, and ﬁnally a disgruntled director of cowboy movies and the eleventh member of the Hollywood Ten. Ambitious and entertaining, Boyd has invented a most irresistible
hero.

A DEATH IN SUMMER
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A NOVEL
Henry Holt and Company One of The Chicago Tribune's Best Reads of 2011 One of Dublin's most powerful men meets a violent end— and an acknowledged master of crime ﬁction delivers his most
gripping novel yet On a sweltering summer afternoon, newspaper tycoon Richard Jewell—known to his many enemies as Diamond Dick—is discovered with his head blown oﬀ by a shotgun blast. But is it
suicide or murder? For help with the investigation, Detective Inspector Hackett calls in his old friend Quirke, who has unusual access to Dublin's elite. Jewell's coolly elegant French wife, Françoise, seems
less than shocked by her husband's death. But Dannie, Jewell's high-strung sister, is devastated, and Quirke is surprised to learn that in her grief she has turned to an unexpected friend: David Sinclair,
Quirke's ambitious assistant in the pathology lab at the Hospital of the Holy Family. Further, Sinclair has been seeing Quirke's fractious daughter Phoebe, and an unlikely romance is blossoming between
the two. As a record heat wave envelops the city and the secret deals underpinning Diamond Dick's empire begin to be revealed, Quirke and Hackett ﬁnd themselves caught up in a dark web of intrigue
and violence that threatens to end in disaster. Tightly plotted and gorgeously written, A Death in Summer proves to the brilliant but sometimes reckless Quirke that in a city where old money and the right
bloodlines rule, he is by no means safe from mortal danger.

LAST ORDERS
Vintage Four men gather in a London pub. They have taken it upon themselves to carry out the last orders of Jack Dodds, master butcher, and deliver his ashes to the sea. As they drive towards the
fulﬁllment of their mission, their errand becomes an extraordinary journey into their collective and individual pasts. Braiding these men's voices, and that of Jack's widow, into a choir of sorrow and
resentment, passion and regret, Swift creates a testament to a changing England and to enduring mortality. "Swift has involved us in real, lived lives...Quietly, but with conviction, he seeks to aﬃrm the
values of decency, loyalty, love."--New York Review of Books "A beautiful book...a novel that speaks profoundly of human need and tenderness. Even the most cynical will be warmed by it."--San Francisco
Chronicle

BROTHERLY LOVE
THE PROPHETIC ROLE OF INCEST AND THE DOWNFALL OF COLONIALISM IN SALMAN RUSHDIE'S MIDNIGHT'S CHILDREN AND JOHN BANVILLE'S BIRCHWOOD
JOHN BANVILLE
Visions and Revisions: Irish W John Banville is an accessible yet detailed study that brings to the surface many of the hidden depths of one of the major writers of contemporary Irish and world ﬁction. It
mediates between two existing kinds of critical work on Banville: novel-by-novel introductions, and specialised academic analyses. While it approaches some of Banville's works individually, its discussions
are arranged thematically, thus demonstrating the overall patterns in his oeuvre and in his literary thinking. With a close eye on chronology, the book begins by establishing the intellectual and cultural
contexts of the oeuvre and its reception, then provides readings of Banville's Irish themes, his crucial theories of the Imagination, his thematic preoccupation with morality and immorality, his idiosyncratic
devotion to a self-reﬂexive art. Work of all Banville's periods is covered, from his ﬁrst book, Long Lankin (1970) to his Man-Booker winning novel, The Sea (2005), and his recent popular ﬁction written
under a pseudonym. Rather than incorporating the frameworks of the existing Banville criticism, one of this book's major beneﬁts is that it allows the author to speak for himself at all stages by referring to
all his principal statements on his art and worldview. The discussions here are all attentive to those who may be in the early stages of familiarity with Banville, so that the general application of ideas and
arguments can be understood without ﬁrsthand or detailed knowledge of the works under discussion. Those who are well acquainted with the Banville oeuvre will also ﬁnd new aspects of emphasis and
suggestion. A number of important items from Banville's career as a literary essayist and reviewer are used in the chapters, and the book is thus a good starting point for readers wishing to further develop
their interest.

VISIONS OF ALTERITY
REPRESENTATION IN THE WORKS OF JOHN BANVILLE
BRILL Visions of Alterity: Representation in the Works of John Banville oﬀers detailed and original readings of the work of the Irish author John Banville, one of the foremost ﬁgures in contemporary
European literature. It investigates one of the fundamental concerns of Banville’s novels: mediating the gap between subject and object or self and world in representation. By drawing on the rich history of
the problem of representation in literature, philosophy and literary theory, this study provides a thorough insight into the rich philosophical and intertextual dimension of Banville’s ﬁction. In close textual
analyses of Banville’s most important novels, it maps out a thematic development that moves from an interest in the epistemological and aesthetic representation of the world in scientiﬁc theories, over a
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concern with the ethical dimension of representations, to an exploration of self-representation and identity. What remains constant throughout these diﬀerent perspectives is the disruption of
representations by brief but haunting glimpses of otherness. In tracing these diﬀerent visions of alterity in Banville’s solipsistic literary world, this study oﬀers a better understanding of his insistent and
thought-provoking exploration of what it means to be human.

THE BLACK-EYED BLONDE
A PHILIP MARLOWE NOVEL
Henry Holt and Company Raymond Chandler's incomparable private eye is back, pulled by a seductive young heiress into the most diﬃcult and dangerous case of his career "It was one of those
summer Tuesday afternoons when you begin to wonder if the earth has stopped revolving. The telephone on my desk had the look of something that knows it's being watched. Traﬃc trickled by in the
street below, and there were a few pedestrians, too, men in hats going nowhere." So begins The Black-Eyed Blonde, a new novel featuring Philip Marlowe—yes, that Philip Marlowe. Channeling Raymond
Chandler, Benjamin Black has brought Marlowe back to life for a new adventure on the mean streets of Bay City, California. It is the early 1950s, Marlowe is as restless and lonely as ever, and business is a
little slow. Then a new client is shown in: young, beautiful, and expensively dressed, she wants Marlowe to ﬁnd her former lover, a man named Nico Peterson. Marlowe sets oﬀ on his search, but almost
immediately discovers that Peterson's disappearance is merely the ﬁrst in a series of bewildering events. Soon he is tangling with one of Bay City's richest families and developing a singular appreciation
for how far they will go to protect their fortune. Only Benjamin Black, a modern master of the genre, could write a new Philip Marlowe detective novel that has all the panache and charm of the originals
while delivering a story that is as sharp and fresh as today's best crime ﬁction.

DOCTOR COPERNICUS
Pan Macmillan ‘Banville is superb . . . there are not many historical novels of which it can be said that they illuminate both the time that forms their subject matter and the time in which they are read:
Doctor Copernicus is among the very best of them’ The Economist The ﬁrst in John Banville Revolutions Trilogy and winner of the James Tait Black Memorial Prize, Doctor Copernicus is a rich historical
novel that explores the life of one of history's greatest scientists. The work of Nicholas Koppernigk, better known as Copernicus, shattered the medieval view of the universe and led to the formulation of
the image of the solar system we know today. Here his life is powerfully evoked in a novel that oﬀers a vivid portrait of a man of painful reticence, haunted by a malevolent brother and baﬄed by the
conspiracies that rage around him and his ideas while he searches for the secret of life.

EVEN THE DEAD
A QUIRKE NOVEL
Henry Holt and Company A suspicious death, a pregnant woman suddenly gone missing: Quirke's latest case leads him inexorably toward the dark machinations of an old foe Perhaps Quirke has been
down among the dead too long. Lately the Irish pathologist has suﬀered hallucinations and blackouts, and he fears the cause is a brain tumor. A specialist diagnoses an old head injury caused by a savage
beating; all that's needed, the doctor declares, is an extended rest. But Quirke, ever intent on ﬁnding his place among the living, is not about to retire. One night during a June heat wave, a car crashes into
a tree in central Dublin and bursts into ﬂames. The police assume the driver's death was either an accident or a suicide, but Quirke's examination of the body leads him to believe otherwise. Then his
daughter Phoebe gets a mysterious visit from an acquaintance: the woman, who admits to being pregnant, says she fears for her life, though she won't say why. When the woman later disappears, Phoebe
asks her father for help, and Quirke in turn seeks the assistance of his old friend Inspector Hackett. Before long the two men ﬁnd themselves untangling a twisted string of events that takes them deep into
a shadowy world where one of the city's most powerful men uses the cover of politics and religion to make obscene proﬁts. Even the Dead--Benjamin Black's seventh novel featuring the endlessly
fascinating Quirke--is a story of surpassing intensity and surprising beauty.

PASTORAL, IDENTITY, AND MEMORY IN THE WORKS OF JOHN BANVILLE
Narr Francke Attempto Verlag John Banvilles works waver indecisively between modernism and postmodernism. This study oﬀers a hitherto unexplored vista on his works and argues that Banville is a
post-/modern pastoralist. The pastoral lens opens new vistas to Banville's central concerns: the collusion of ethics and aesthetics, self-identiﬁcation in narrative, and the topography of the troubled mind.
Banvilles characters harbour an Arcadia of the unconscious conditioned by a subtext of nostalgia. Caught in a crisis, his characters explore, subvert and transform the pastoral mode into an ambiguous
quest for a stable self.
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ALL MY FRIENDS
Features ﬁve stories all dealing with the boundaries between individuals and illustrating how an idea of the world does not always match reality.

THE UNDERPAINTER
Emblem Editions The Underpainter is a novel of interwoven lives in which the world of art collides with the realm of human emotion. It is the story of Austin Fraser, an American painter now in his later
years, who is haunted by memories of those whose lives most deeply touched his own, including a young Canadian soldier and china painter and the beautiful model who becomes Austin’s mistress.
Spanning decades, the setting moves from upstate New York to the northern shores of two Great Lakes; from France in World War One to New York City in the ’20s and ’30s. Brilliantly depicting landscape
and the geography of the imagination, The Underpainter is Jane Urquhart’s most accomplished novel to date.
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