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A YEAR IN THE MERDE
Bloomsbury Publishing USA A Year in the Merde is the almost-true account of the author's adventures as an expat in Paris.
Based on his own experiences and with names changed to "avoid embarrassment, possible legal action-and to prevent
the author's legs being broken by someone in a Yves Saint Laurent suit", the book is narrated by Paul West, a twentyseven-year-old Brit who is brought to Paris by a French company to open a chain of British "tea rooms." He must
manage of a group of lazy, grumbling French employees, maneuver around a treacherous Parisian boss, while lucking
into a succession of lusty girlfriends (one of whom happens to be the boss's morally challenged daughter). He soon
becomes immersed in the contradictions of French culture: the French are not all cheese-eating surrender monkeys,
though they do eat a lot of smelly cheese, and they are still in shock at being stupid enough to sell Louisiana, thus
losing the chance to make French the global language. The book will also tell you how to get the best out of the
grumpiest Parisian waiter, how to survive a French business meeting, and how not to buy a house in the French
countryside. The author originally wrote A Year in the Merde just for fun and self-published it in France in an Englishlanguage edition. Weeks later, it had become a word-of-mouth hit for expats and the French alike. With translation
rights now sold in eleven countries and already a bestseller in the UK and France, Stephen Clarke is clearly a Bill
Bryson (or a Peter Mayle...) for a whole new generation of readers who can never quite decide whether they love-or
love to hate-the French.

IN THE MERDE FOR LOVE
Bloomsbury Publishing USA The latest episode in Stephen Clarke's almost-true account of his adventures as an expat in
France is just as winning as the ﬁrst. This "anti-Mayle" will have readers chortling over their croissants and café au lait
while Paul West struggles to solve the mysteries inherent in life in France. What is the best way to scare a gendarme?
Is it really polite to sleep with your boss's mistress? And why are there no public health warnings on French nude
beaches? Paul discovers how to judge a French vacationer by the rustiness of his bicycle; opens his English tearoom;
and ﬁnally understands why Parisian waiters are so cranky. Just in time for spring in Paris, ﬁnd out if Paul ﬁnds the
perfect French mademoiselle or if it all ends in merde!

TALK TO THE SNAIL
TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR UNDERSTANDING THE FRENCH
Bloomsbury Publishing USA Have you ever walked into a half-empty Parisian restaurant, only to be told that it's
"complet"? Attempted to say "merci beaucoup" and accidentally complimented someone's physique? Been overlooked
at the boulangerie due to your adherence to the bizarre foreign custom of waiting in line? Well, you're not alone. The
internationally bestselling author of A Year in the Merde and In the Merde for Love has been there too, and he is here
to help. In Talk to the Snail, Stephen Clarke distills the fruits of years spent in the French trenches into a truly handy
(and hilarious) book of advice. Read this book, and ﬁnd out how to get good service from the grumpiest waiter; be
exquisitely polite and brutally rude at the same time; and employ the language of l'amour and le sexe. Everything you
need is here in this funny, informative, and seriously useful guide to getting what you really want from the French.

PARIS REVEALED
THE SECRET LIFE OF A CITY
Open Road Media A hilarious insider’s guide to Paris by the author of 1000 Years of Annoying the French: “Clarke’s eye
for detail is terriﬁc” (The Washington Post). Stephen Clarke may have adopted Paris as his home, but he still has an
Englishman’s eye for the people, cafés, art, sidewalks, food, fashion, and romance that make Paris a one-of-a-kind city.
This irreverent outsider-turned-insider guide shares local savoir faire, from how to separate the good restaurants from
the bad to navigating the baﬄing Métro system. It also provides invaluable insights into the etiquette of public
urination and the best ways to experience Parisian life without annoying the Parisians (a truly delicate art). Clarke’s
witty and expert tour of the city leaves no boulevard unexplored—even those that might be better left alone.
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1000 YEARS OF ANNOYING THE FRENCH
Open Road Media The author of A Year in the Merde and Talk to the Snail oﬀers a highly biased and hilarious view of
French history in this international bestseller. Things have been just a little awkward between Britain and France ever
since the Norman invasion in 1066. Fortunately—after years of humorously chronicling the vast cultural gap between
the two countries—author Stephen Clarke is perfectly positioned to investigate the historical origins of their
occasionally hostile and perpetually entertaining pas de deux. Clarke sets the record straight, documenting how
French braggarts and cheats have stolen credit rightfully due their neighbors across the Channel while blaming their
own numerous gaﬀes and failures on those same innocent Brits for the past thousand years. Deeply researched and
written with the same sly wit that made A Year in the Merde a comic hit, this lighthearted trip through the past
millennium debunks the notion that the Battle of Hastings was a French victory (William the Conqueror was really a
Norman who hated the French) and pooh-poohs French outrage over Britain’s murder of Joan of Arc (it was the French
who executed her for wearing trousers). He also takes the air out of overblown Gallic claims, challenging the
provenance of everything from champagne to the guillotine to prove that the French would be nowhere without British
ingenuity. Brits and Anglophiles of every national origin will devour Clarke’s decidedly biased accounts of British
triumph and French ignominy. But 1000 Years of Annoying the French will also draw chuckles from good-humored
Francophiles as well as “anyone who’s ever encountered a snooty Parisian waiter or found themselves driving on the
Boulevard Périphérique during August” (The Daily Mail). A bestseller in Britain, this is an entertaining look at history
that fans of Sarah Vowell are sure to enjoy, from the author the San Francisco Chronicle has called “the anti-Mayle . . .
acerbic, insulting, un-PC, and mostly hilarious.”

MERDE ACTUALLY
Random House Australia From the bestselling author of A Year in the Merde, the next instalment in the hilarious
adventures of Paul West. 'Edgier than Bryson, hits harder than Mayle' The Times A year after arriving in France,
Englishman Paul West is still struggling with some fundamental questions: What is the best way to scare a gendarme?
Why are there no health warnings on French nudist beaches? And is it really polite to sleep with your boss's mistress?
Paul opens his English tea room, and mutates (temporarily) into a Parisian waiter; samples the pleasures of typically
French hotel-room afternoons; and, on a return visit to the UK, sees the full horror of a British oﬃce party through
Parisian eyes. Meanwhile, he continues his search for the perfect French mademoiselle. But will Paul ﬁnd l'amour
éternel, or will it all end in merde? MERDE ACTUALLY In his second comedy of errors, Paul West continues to sabotage
the entente cordiale. Author's apology: 'I'd just like to say sorry to all the suppository fans out there, because in this
book there are no suppositories. There are, however, lots of courgettes, and I see this as progress. Suppositories to
courgettes - I think it proves that I'm developing as a writer.' Stephen Clarke

DIAL M FOR MERDE
A NOVEL
Open Road Media This international bestseller from the author of A Year in the Merde “combines the gaﬀes of Bridget
Jones with the boldness of James Bond” (Publishers Weekly). When the glorious oceanographer Gloria Monday
convinces Paul West to travel to the swank beaches of southern France—where she’s investigating caviar-smuggling
cartels—he assumes he’s about to have the time of his life. But for West, France has always been full of surprises
underfoot, and this trip is no exception to the rule. He’s soon dragged into an undercover investigation that goes all
the way to the top and leaves him feeling sometimes like James Bond, sometimes like Inspector Clouseau. Dial M for
Merde is a comic caper that pokes fun at French society at every level, from pompous politicians to grumpy waitstaﬀ.

MERDE IN EUROPE
A BRIT GOES UNDERCOVER IN BRUSSELS
Random House THE POST-BREXIT EDITION - brand new chapters with extra EU chaos for Englishman Paul West. An
Englishman, Paul West, goes to Brussels to work for a French MEP. There he gets an insider's view of what really goes
on in the massive madhouse that is the EU Parliament. With the referendum on the horizon, things are even more
hysterical than usual. When the Brexit result comes in, Paul has to make a decision. If he wants to work in Europe,
should he apply for a French passport? But can an Englishman really become French? Can he sing the bloodthirsty
'Marseillaise'? Can he even pronounce the word 'Marseillaise'? And as Paul contemplates his own personal Brexit, the
whole of Brussels seems to be going into meltdown ...

THE MERDE FACTOR
HOW TO SURVIVE IN A PARISIAN ATTIC
Random House Englishman Paul West is living the Parisian dream, and doing his best not to annoy the French. But
recently things have been going très wrong: He's stuck in an apartment so small that he has to cut his baguettes in
two to ﬁt them in the kitchen. His research into authentic French cuisine is about to cause a national strike - and it
could be all his fault. His Parisian business partner is determined to close their tea-room. And thinks that sexually
harrassing his female employees is a basic human right. And Paul's gorgeous ex-girlfriend seems to be stalking him.
Threatened with eviction, unemployment and bankrupcy, Paul realises that his personal merde factor is about to hit
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the fan...

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE FUTURE
Random House What if teleportation was really possible? Englishman Richie Fisher is about to ﬁnd out ... Richie and his
wife Clara have won a weekend in New York in a newspaper competition. While Clara is oﬀ blowing their spending
money, Richie wanders aimlessly, chewing on a veggie-burger, ending up in a gift-shop where he ﬁnds himself
standing in front of an instant transporter machine. It looks nothing like the open-plan teleporter on Captain Kirk's
Starship Enterprise; in fact, it seems more like a gloriﬁed microwave oven. Richie places his burger inside, hits the
return key on the linked-up computer - and the burger disappears. But if he can teleport a half-eaten veggie-burger,
what else could you do with the machine? For criminals, the possibilities are endless. Who could catch you if you
beamed drugs into nostrils a hundred miles away? And how much would illegal immigrants pay to be teleported into
the rich host country of their choice? Richie buys a teleporter and takes it back to England, where the chaos begins ...

HOW THE FRENCH WON WATERLOO - OR THINK THEY DID
Random House Published in the 200th Anniversary year of the Battle of Waterloo a witty look at how the French still
think they won, by Stephen Clarke, author of 1000 Years of Annoying the French and A Year in the Merde. Two
centuries after the Battle of Waterloo, the French are still in denial. If Napoleon lost on 18 June 1815 (and that's a big
'if'), then whoever rules the universe got it wrong. As soon as the cannons stopped ﬁring, French historians began rewriting history. The Duke of Wellington was beaten, they say, and then the Prussians jumped into the boxing ring,
breaking all the rules of battle. In essence, the French cannot bear the idea that Napoleon, their greatest-ever national
hero, was in any way a loser. Especially not against the traditional enemy – les Anglais. Stephen Clarke has studied the
French version of Waterloo, as told by battle veterans, novelists, historians – right up to today's politicians, and he has
uncovered a story of pain, patriotism and sheer perversion ...

A YEAR IN THE MERDE
Bantam Press Published privately by the author in English in Paris, A YEAR IN THE MERDE became an immediate local
bestseller. Instant word-of-mouth spread like wildﬁre to England where booksellers began clamouring for it. Now
Stephen Clarke's delightful ﬁrst novel will be rush-published oﬃcially in the UK to meet the ever-growing demand of
fans. In A YEAR IN THE MERDE Stephen Clarke describes the French as they really are. They're not cheese-eating
surrender monkeys, but they do eat a lot of cheese, some of which smells like pigs' droppings. In general, they do not
wash their armpits with garlic soap. They are still in shock at being stupid enough to sell Louisiana and thereby losing
the chance to make French the global language. Going on strike really is the second national participation sport after
petanque. And they really do use suppositories.Paul West, a young Englishman, arrives to set up some English tearooms in Paris and gives a laugh-out-loud account of the pleasures and perils of being a Brit in France. Less quaint
than A Year in Provence, less chocolatey than Chocolat, this book will tell you how to get the best of the grumpiest
Parisian waiter, how to survive French meetings,

MERDE HAPPENS
Random House Australia Q: What happens when an Englishman, an American, and a French woman drive across America
in a Mini? A: Merde Happens ... Paul West is in deep ﬁnancial merde. His only way out of debt is to accept a decidedly
dodgy job that involves him touring America in a Mini, while pretending to be typically British. Also in the car is Paul's
French girlfriend, Alexa, and his American poet friend, Jake, whose main aim in life is to sleep with a woman from every
country in the world. Preferably in the back of Paul's Mini. But as the little car battles from New York to Miami, and
then heads west, leg-room turns out to be the least of Paul's troubles. His work is being sabotaged, his tour plans are
in tatters, and his love life becomes a Franco-American war zone. And as Paul knows better than anyone, when you mix
love and war - merde happens ...

MERDE HAPPENS
Bloomsbury Publishing USA In the acclaimed third installment of the popular Merde series, Paul West winds up stuck in
American, chin-deep in ﬁnancial trouble. He and his French girlfriend set oﬀ to America, with hopes of veering oﬀ the
path to ﬁscal ruin. But as the not-so-dynamic duo stumble toward Los Angeles, via Boston, Miami, New Orleans, and
Las Vegas, Paul's well-oiled plans for success, of course, turn to merde: the couple takes on carjackers, old ﬂames, and
liaisons dangereuses. The result is a madcap, hilarious adventure, an acerbic tour through America, France, England,
and the places that make us who we are.

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION AND WHAT WENT WRONG
Arrow Books An entertaining and eye-opening look at the French Revolution, by Stephen Clarke, author of 1000 Years of
Annoying the French and A Year in the Merde. The French Revolution and What Went Wrong looks back at the French
Revolution and how it's surrounded in a myth. In 1789, almost no one in France wanted to oust the king, let alone
guillotine him. But things quickly escalated until there was no turning back. The French Revolution and What Went
Wrong looks at what went wrong and why France would be better oﬀ if they had kept their monarchy.

DIRTY BERTIE: AN ENGLISH KING MADE IN FRANCE
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Random House The entertaining biography of Edward VII and his playboy lifestyle, by Stephen Clarke, author of 1000
Years of Annoying the French and A Year in the Merde. Despite ﬁerce opposition from his mother, Queen Victoria,
Edward VII was always passionately in love with France. He had aﬀairs with the most famous Parisian actresses,
courtesans and can-can dancers. He spoke French more elegantly than English. He was the ﬁrst ever guest to climb the
Eiﬀel Tower with Gustave Eiﬀel, in deﬁance of an oﬃcial English ban on his visit. He turned his French seduction skills
into the diplomatic prowess that sealed the Entente Cordiale. A quintessentially English king? Pas du tout! Stephen
Clarke argues that as 'Dirty Bertie', Edward learned all the essentials in life from the French.

MERDE HAPPENS
Black Swan/Carousel/Corgi Paul West is in deep ﬁnancial merde. His only way out of debt is to accept a decidedly dodgy
job that involves him touring America in a Mini, while pretending to be typically British.Also in the car is Paul s French
girlfriend, Alexa, and his American

FLIRTING WITH FRENCH
HOW A LANGUAGE CHARMED ME, SEDUCED ME, AND NEARLY BROKE MY HEART
Algonquin Books “A delightful and courageous tale and a romping good read. Voila!” —Mark Greenside, author of I’ll
Never Be French (No Matter What I Do) William Alexander is more than a Francophile. He wants to be French. There’s
one small obstacle though: he doesn’t speak la langue française. In Flirting with French, Alexander sets out to conquer
the language he loves. But will it love him back? Alexander eats, breathes, and sleeps French (even conjugating in his
dreams). He travels to France, where mistranslations send him bicycling oﬀ in all sorts of wrong directions, and he
nearly drowns in an immersion class in Provence, where, faced with the riddle of masculine breasts, feminine beards,
and a turkey cutlet of uncertain gender, he starts to wonder whether he should’ve taken up golf instead of French.
While playing hooky from grammar lessons and memory techniques, Alexander reports on the riotous workings of the
Académie française, the four-hundred-year-old institution charged with keeping the language pure; explores the
science of human communication, learning why it’s harder for ﬁfty-year-olds to learn a second language than it is for
ﬁve-year-olds; and, frustrated with his progress, explores an IBM research lab, where he trades barbs with a futuristic
hand-held translator. Does he succeed in becoming ﬂuent? Readers will be as surprised as Alexander is to discover
that, in a fascinating twist, studying French may have had a far greater impact on his life than actually learning to
speak it ever would. “A blend of passion and neuroscience, this literary love aﬀair oﬀers surprise insights into the
human brain and the beneﬁts of learning a second language. Reading William Alexander’s book is akin to having an
MRI of the soul.” —Laura Shaine Cunningham, author of Sleeping Arrangements “Alexander proves that learning a new
language is an adventure of its own--with all the unexpected obstacles, surprising breakthroughs and moments of
sublime pleasure traveling brings.” —Julie Barlow, author of Sixty Million Frenchmen Can’t Be Wrong

THE SPY WHO INSPIRED ME
Paf For legal reasons, this novel does not mention J*mes B*nd. Which is a shame, because it is a comedy spy story
based on the idea that I*n Fl*ming's famously macho secret agent might have been inspired by a woman ...A comedy
spy spoof set in Occupied France in 1944, by the bestselling author of A Year in the Merde, 1000 Years of Annoying the
French and How the French Won Waterloo (or Think They Did).It is April 1944, and chic armchair naval oﬃcer Ian
Lemming is accidentally beached in Nazi-occupied Normandy. With no access to a razor or clean underwear, and
deprived of his cigarettes, Lemming just wants to go home. But he is stranded with a young, though hugely
experienced, female agent, who is on a perilous mission to unmask traitors in a French Resistance network. So, as she
bullies him across France, Lemming receives a painful crash course in spycraft, and starts to fantasize about a ﬁctional
agent - male of course - who would operate only in the most luxurious conditions, and lord it over totally subservient
women. A ﬁctional spy is born ...

ANYTHING CONSIDERED
A NOVEL
Vintage Bennett is an English expatriate living in France with a champagne taste and a beer bankroll. Happy-go-lucky
and a bit roguish, he places an ad in the International Herald Tribune oﬀering his services -- any services. He pursues a
response from a wealthy Englishman named Julian Poe who has developed a means of producing truﬄes and is close to
cornering the immensely lucrative truﬄe market. Bennett signs on and ﬁnds himself in Monaco, where he is able to
live in a style to which he has always wished to become accustomed (including eating to his heart's content -- a Mayle
trademark!). Soon the Sicilian and Corsican Maﬁosi intrude and Bennett is joined by the beautiful and experienced (in
all ways) Anna. Ham-ﬁsted goons, gendarmes working at cross purposes, French village busybodies, and an order of
monks dedicated to the god Bacchus all play a role in the surprising, and more than a little satisfying, denouement.

I DID IT MY WAYS: AN 86-YEAR-OLD STAND-UP COMEDIAN'S LIFELONG JOURNEY FROM PRUDISH BOSTONIAN
TO SCANDALOUS PARISIENNE, AND BEYOND...
D'yan Forest has always done things her way - or her ways, because she's lived a dozen diﬀerent lives. She's been a
desperate Boston housewife, a New York night-club singer and a Paris swinger. She's been the only Jewish girl in a
Christian choir and the female pianist in a transvestite cabaret. She had dayjobs teaching basketball, piano and sex

4

A Year In The Merde Stephen Clarke

2-10-2022

key=Merde

A Year In The Merde Stephen Clarke

5

education. She dated Paris's second-ever female bus driver, a transsexual rock guitarist and a defrocked nun.She also
managed to get German friends to visit Nazi concentration camps, on her personal quest to understand why her
European relatives were massacred.At 86, D'yan is still a working stand-up comedian and musician, but she's much,
much more than that, as this hilarious but heartfelt memoir reveals... Written by D'yan Forest with Stephen Clarke,
bestselling British author of books like 1,000 Years of Annoying the French and A Year in the Merde, and co-writer of
D'yan's latest stage show, Swingin' on the Seine.

ELIZABETH II, QUEEN OF LAUGHS
The book that was a bestseller in France, and convinced the anti-royalist French to love the Queen.By the author of
"1000 Years of Annoying the French", "A Year in the Merde" and "How the French Won Waterloo, or Think They
Did".The Sex Pistols famously sang that the Queen "ain't no human being". And seeing her frowning beneath the
weight (1.9kg) of her crown and ceremonial robes, you might believe it. But in fact, Elizabeth II has a sharp sense of
humour that she deploys even at moments of great ceremony. Back in 1953, as she entered Westminster Abbey for her
coronation to begin, she told the Archbishop of Canterbury "give me a push to get me started". When she welcomed
French President Sarkozy to Windsor Castle in 2008, she met him in a carriage pulled by horses called Agincourt and
Zut Alors. And to read out the government's speech announcing Brexit in 2017, she wore a royal blue hat decorated
with yellow-centred ﬂowers - the colours of the European Union ﬂag. Behind the severe façade, there is clearly
something wickedly witty going on. This book is a compilation of anecdotes about the Queen and her family (including
that champion of the royal gaﬀe, Prince Philip), detailing all the quips, tricks and practical jokes that lighten their
otherwise heavily formal lives. As the Queen herself once said when asked about her garish outﬁts: "If I wore beige, no
one would see me."

300 DAYS OF SUN
A NOVEL
HarperCollins Combining the atmosphere of Jess Walters’ Beautiful Ruins with the intriguing historical backstory of
Christina Baker Kline’s The Orphan Train, Deborah Lawrenson’s mesmerizing novel transports readers to a sunny
Portuguese town with a shadowy past—where two women, decades apart, are drawn into a dark game of truth and lies
that still haunts the shifting sea marshes. Traveling to Faro, Portugal, journalist Joanna Millard hopes to escape an
unsatisfying relationship and a stalled career. Faro is an enchanting town, and the seaside views are enhanced by the
company of Nathan Emberlin, a charismatic younger man. But behind the crumbling facades of Moorish buildings,
Joanna soon realizes, Faro has a seedy underbelly, its economy compromised by corruption and wartime spoils. And
Nathan has an ulterior motive for seeking her company: he is determined to discover the truth involving a child’s
kidnapping that may have taken place on this dramatic coastline over two decades ago. Joanna’s subsequent search
leads her to Ian Rylands, an English expat who cryptically insists she will ﬁnd answers in The Alliance, a novel written
by American Esta Hartford. The book recounts an American couple’s experience in Portugal during World War II, and
their entanglements both personal and professional with their German enemies. Only Rylands insists the book isn’t
ﬁction, and as Joanna reads deeper into The Alliance, she begins to suspect that Esta Hartford’s story and Nathan
Emberlin’s may indeed converge in Faro—where the past not only casts a long shadow but still exerts a very present
danger.

1000 YEARS OF ANNOYING THE FRENCH
The English Channel may be only twenty miles wide, but it’s a thousand years deep. Stephen Clarke takes a
penetrating look into those murky depths, guiding us through all the times when Britain and France have been at war or at least glowering at each other across what the Brits provocatively call the English Channel. Along the way he
explodes a few myths that French historians have been trying to pass oﬀ as ‘la vérité’, as he proves that the French
did not invent the baguette, or the croissant, or even the guillotine, and would have taken the bubbles out of bubbly if
the Brits hadn’t created a fashion for ﬁzzy champagne. Starting with the Norman (not French) Conquest and going
right up to the supposedly more peaceful present, when a state visit by French President Nicolas Sarkozy becomes a
series of hilarious historical insults, it is a light-hearted - but impeccably researched - account of all our great fallingsout. In short, the French are quite right to suspect that the last thousand years have been one long British campaign to
infuriate them. And it’s not over yet ...

THE SECRET LIFE OF FRANCE
Faber & Faber At the age of eighteen Lucy Wadham ran away from English boys and into the arms of a Frenchman.
Twenty-ﬁve years later, having married in a French Catholic Church, put her children through the French educational
system and divorced in a French court of law, Wadham is perfectly placed to explore the diﬀerences between Britain
and France. Using both her personal experiences and the lessons of French history and culture, she examines every
aspect of French life - from sex and adultery to money, happiness, race and politics - in this funny and engrossing
account of our most intriguing neighbour.

THAT'S PARIS
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AN ANTHOLOGY OF LIFE, LOVE AND SARCASM IN THE CITY OF LIGHT
That's Paris, a #1 Hot New Release in Essays & Travelogues, oﬀers "a deep understanding of the enormous and
beautiful complexity of Paris." - Global Living Magazine If you've ever traveled to Paris or dreamed of setting foot on
its cobblestone streets, you'll enjoy escaping into this collection of short ﬁction and nonﬁction stories about France's
famed capital. From culinary treats (and catastrophes) to swoon-worthy romantic encounters (and heartbreaking
mishaps), this anthology takes you on a journey through one of the most beautiful cities in the world. Visit this
cosmopolitan metropolis through the eyes of Parisians, Francophiles and travelers who fell in love with the city and
still hold a piece of it in their hearts. That's Paris is a glimpse into living, loving and laughing in the City of Light. So
fasten your seat belts and prepare for landing - you'll be arriving soon in Paris through the pages of this humorous and
heartwarming book! Proceeds from this anthology are donated to the literacy charity Room to Read. Thanks for your
support! Interview with the Editors There are so many stories about Paris. What makes this book unique? The charm of
this short story collection is the variety of voices from people who, for the most part, have spent a considerable
amount of time in the City of Light. Stephen Clarke, author of best-selling book A Year in the Merde sets the tone in
the foreword, reminding us there is always more to write about Paris! What types of stories will we ﬁnd in this
anthology? From humorous essays to Paris love stories, this book has it all. There are foodie anecdotes, tales of family
secrets and friendship, stories set at sidewalk cafés. That's Paris is perfect for those who have visited Paris or would
love to one day. After Hemingway and the Lost Generation, how does it feel to be a modern-day author writing about
Paris? Some of the stories in That's Paris are set in the same places featured in A Moveable Feast. Paris hasn't
changed much in all these years! It still inspires us to write.

A YEAR IN THE SCHEISSE
GETTING TO KNOW THE GERMANS
Summersdale Publishers LTD - ROW ‘It was time, the editor told me, for a more modern approach to Germany... The three
of us were the backbone of the British press corps. No cliché about Germany left the country without us having given it
our seal of approval.’ Laugh-out-loud funny, this is the memorable story of an English journalist’s adventures –
including his encounters with women – as he tries to get to grip with the Germans. Facing bankruptcy, Roger is advised
by his accountant to make use of a legal loophole: in Germany married couples have their tax bill halved. So the search
is on for a German bride. Meanwhile his father, a former bomber pilot and war hero, is also in ﬁnancial trouble and is
threatening to move to Germany and sponge oﬀ his son. The combination of ﬁnancial, romantic and parental crises
sets in train a hilarious romp during which we discover more than we really wanted to about speed-dating and nudist
beaches, the British media obsession with Adolf Hitler and how to cheat at the Berlin marathon, curry wurst and
stuﬀed cabbage. Writing incisively and almost without prejudice, Roger Boyes describes the peculiarities of everyday
life in Germany.

THE WITNESS WORE RED
THE 19TH WIFE WHO BROUGHT POLYGAMOUS CULT LEADERS TO JUSTICE
Grand Central Publishing Rebecca Musser grew up in fear, concealing her family's polygamous lifestyle from the
"dangerous" outside world. Covered head-to-toe in strict, modest clothing, she received a rigorous education at Alta
Academy, the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints' school headed by Warren Jeﬀs. Always
seeking to be an obedient Priesthood girl, in her teens she became the nineteenth wife of her people's prophet: 85year-old Rulon Jeﬀs, Warren's father. Finally sickened by the abuse she suﬀered and saw around her, she pulled oﬀ a
daring escape and sought to build a new life and family. The church, however, had a way of pulling her back in-and by
2007, Rebecca had no choice but to take the witness stand against the new prophet of the FLDS in order to protect her
little sisters and other young girls from being forced to marry at shockingly young ages. The following year, Rebecca
and the rest of the world watched as a team of Texas Rangers raided the Yearning for Zion Ranch, a stronghold of the
FLDS. Rebecca's subsequent testimony would reveal the horriﬁc secrets taking place behind closed doors of the
temple, sending their leaders to prison for years, and Warren Jeﬀs for life. THE WITNESS WORE RED is a gripping
account of one woman's struggle to escape the perverse embrace of religious fanaticism and sexual slavery, and a
courageous story of hope and transformation.

PANCAKES IN PARIS
LIVING THE AMERICAN DREAM IN FRANCE
Sourcebooks, Inc. Now a New York Times Bestseller Paris was practically perfect... Craig Carlson was the last person
anyone would expect to open an American diner in Paris. He came from humble beginnings in a working-class town in
Connecticut, had never worked in a restaurant, and didn't know anything about starting a brand-new business. But
from his ﬁrst visit to Paris, Craig knew he had found the city of his dreams, although one thing was still missing-the
good ol' American breakfast he loved so much. Pancakes in Paris is the story of Craig tackling the impossible-from
raising the money to fund his dream to tracking down international suppliers for "exotic" American ingredients... and
even ﬁnding love along the way. His diner, Breakfast In America, is now a renowned tourist destination, and the story
of how it came to be is just as delicious and satisfying as the classic breakfast that tops its menu.
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TOUT SOUL
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS IN RURAL FRANCE
A YEAR IN THE MERDE
Paul West, a young Englishman, arrives in Paris to start a new job - only to get the culture shock of his life. This novel
reveals how to get the better of the grumpiest Parisian waiter; how to make amour - not war; and how not to buy a
house in the French countryside.

TALK TO THE SNAIL
TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR UNDERSTANDING THE FRENCH
Bloomsbury Publishing USA Have you ever walked into a half-empty Parisian restaurant, only to be told that it's
"complet"? Attempted to say "merci beaucoup" and accidentally complimented someone's physique? Been overlooked
at the boulangerie due to your adherence to the bizarre foreign custom of waiting in line? Well, you're not alone. The
internationally bestselling author of A Year in the Merde and In the Merde for Love has been there too, and he is here
to help. In Talk to the Snail, Stephen Clarke distills the fruits of years spent in the French trenches into a truly handy
(and hilarious) book of advice. Read this book, and ﬁnd out how to get good service from the grumpiest waiter; be
exquisitely polite and brutally rude at the same time; and employ the language of l'amour and le sexe. Everything you
need is here in this funny, informative, and seriously useful guide to getting what you really want from the French.

TIME WAS SOFT THERE
A PARIS SOJOURN AT SHAKESPEARE & CO.
St. Martin's Press "Some bookstores are ﬁlled with stories both inside and outside the bindings. These are places of
sanctuary, even redemption---and Jeremy Mercer has found both amid the stacks of Shakespeare & Co." ---Paul Collins,
author of Sixpence House: Lost in a Town of Books In a small square on the left bank of the Seine, the door to a greenfronted bookshop beckoned. . . . With gangsters on his tail and his meager savings in hand, crime reporter Jeremy
Mercer ﬂed Canada in 1999 and ended up in Paris. Broke and almost homeless, he found himself invited to a tea party
amongst the riﬀraﬀ of the timeless Left Bank fantasy known as Shakespeare & Co. In its present incarnation,
Shakespeare & Co. has become a destination for writers and readers the world over, trying to reclaim the lost world of
literary Paris in the 1920s. Having been inspired by Sylvia Beach's original store, the present owner, George Whitman,
invites writers who are down and out in Paris to live and dream amid the bookshelves in return for work. Jeremy
Mercer tumbled into this literary rabbit hole and found a life of camaraderie with the other eccentric residents, and
became, for a time, George Whitman's conﬁdante and right-hand man. Time Was Soft There is one of the great stories
of bohemian Paris and recalls the work of many writers who were bewitched by the City of Light in their youth.
Jeremy's comrades include Simon, the eccentric British poet who refuses to give up his bed in the antiquarian book
room, beautiful blonde Pia, who contributes the elegant spirit of Parisian couture to the store, the handsome American
Kurt, who ﬂirts with beautiful women looking for copies of Tropic of Cancer, and George himself, the man who holds
the key to it all. As Time Was Soft There winds in and around the streets of Paris, the staﬀ fall in and out of love,
straighten bookshelves, host tea parties, drink in the more down-at-the-heels cafés, sell a few books, and help George
ﬁnd a way to keep his endangered bookstore open. Spend a few days with Jeremy Mercer at 37 Rue de la Bucherie, and
discover the bohemian world of Paris that still bustles in the shadow of Notre Dame. "Jeremy Mercer has captured
Shakespeare & Co. and its complicated owner, George Whitman, with remarkable insight. Time Was Soft There is a
charming memoir about living in Whitman's Shakespeare & Co. and the strange, broken, lost, and occasionally
talented, eccentrics and residents of this Tumblewood Hotel." ---Noel Riley Fitch, author of Sylvia Beach and the Lost
Generation: A History of Literary Paris in the Twenties & Thirties "There does seem to be something about the odd
ducks that work at bookstores. Jeremy Mercer has captured the story of a wonderful, unique store that could only be
born out of a love for books and the written word." --- Liz Schlegel, the Book Revue bookshop, Huntington, New York

A YEAR IN PROVENCE
Vintage NATIONAL BESTSELLER • In this witty and warm-hearted account, Peter Mayle tells what it is like to realize a
long-cherished dream and actually move into a 200-year-old stone farmhouse in the remote country of the Lubéron
with his wife and two large dogs. He endures January's frosty mistral as it comes howling down the Rhône Valley,
discovers the secrets of goat racing through the middle of town, and delights in the glorious regional cuisine. A Year in
Provence transports us into all the earthy pleasures of Provençal life and lets us live vicariously at a tempo governed
by seasons, not by days.

IN MY PLACE
Vintage The ﬁrst black woman to attend the University of Georgia recounts her youthful dreams, her witness to the
brutal realities of segregation, and her career as a correspondent for the MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour. Reprint. 30,000
ﬁrst printing.
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MY FOUR SEASONS IN FRANCE
A YEAR OF THE GOOD LIFE
Michael O'Mara Books A little over ten years ago, Janine Marsh and her husband Mark gave up their city jobs in London to
chase the good life in the countryside of northern France. Having overcome the obstacles of starting to renovate her
dream home - an ancient, dilapidated barn - and ﬁtting in with the peculiarities of her new neighbours, Janine is now
the go-to expat in the area for those seeking to get to grips with a very diﬀerent way of life. In the Seven Valleys, each
season brings new challenges as well as new delights. Freezing weather in February threaten the lives of some of the
four-legged locals; snow in March results in a broken arm, which in turn leads to an etiquette lesson at the local
hospital; and a dramatic hailstorm in July destroys cars and houses, ultimately bringing the villagers closer together.
With warmth and humour, Janine showcases a uniquely French outlook as two eternally ambitious expats drag a
neglected farmhouse to life and stumble across the hidden gems of this very special part of the world ________________
Praise for Janine Marsh's My Good Life in France: 'Warm, uplifting, and eﬀervescent ... Janine's voice and humor bubble
right oﬀ the page, making you want to pack your bags and visit her ﬁxer-upper home in rural France' - Samantha
Verant, author of Seven Letters from Paris 'If you've ever dreamed of discovering "the real France", you won't want to
miss this delightful book' - Keith Van Sickle, author of One Sip at a Time: Learning to Live in Provence

THE OTHER STORY
A NOVEL
St. Martin's Press A New York Times best seller! From the New York Times and international best-selling author Tatiana
de Rosnay comes The Other Story, "[a] brilliant pager-turner"(BookPage), layered and beautifully written, that is a
reﬂection on identity, the process of being a writer and the repercussions of generations-old decisions as they echo
into the present and shape the future. Vacationing at a luxurious Tuscan island resort, Nicolas Duhamel is hopeful that
the ghosts of his past have ﬁnally been put to rest... Now a bestselling author, when he was twenty-four years old, he
stumbled upon a troubling secret about his family-a secret that was carefully concealed. In shock, Nicolas embarked on
a journey to uncover the truth that took him from the Basque coast to St. Petersburg-but the answers wouldn't come
easily. In the process of digging into his past, something else happened. Nicolas began writing a novel that was met
with phenomenal success, skyrocketing him to literary fame whether he was ready for it or not - and convincing him
that he had put his family's history ﬁrmly behind him. But now, years later, Nicolas must reexamine everything he
thought he knew, as he learns that, however deeply buried, the secrets of the past always ﬁnd a way out. "The tension
of Nicholas's unsustainable half-truths and the gradual parceling out of his father's secrets will keep readers in de
Rosnay's thrall, hoping redemption will come. Readers in real life should anticipate de Rosnay's latest with all the
fervor Nicholas's fans show in awaiting his."-Shelf Awareness "de Rosnay's fans...will not be disappointed."-Library
Journal

EIFFEL'S TOWER
THE THRILLING STORY BEHIND PARIS'S BELOVED MONUMENT AND THE EXTRAORDINARY WORLD'S FAIR THAT
INTRODUCED IT
Penguin The story of the world-famous monument and the extraordinary world’s fair that introduced it, by the author of
Conquering Gotham and Urban Forests In this ﬁrst general history of the Eiﬀel Tower in English, Jill Jonnes-acclaimed
author of Conquering Gotham-oﬀers an eye- opening look not only at the construction of one of the modern world's
most iconic structures, but also the epochal event that surrounded its arrival as a wonder of the world. In this
marvelously entertaining portrait of Belle Époque France, fear and loathing over Eiﬀel's brash design share the
spotlight with the celebrities that made the 1889 Exposition Universelle an event to remember-including Buﬀalo Bill
and his sharpshooter Annie Oakley, Thomas Edison, and artists Whistler, Gauguin, and van Gogh. Eiﬀel's Tower is a
richly textured portrait of an era at the dawn of modernity, reveling in the limitless promise of the future.

MY (PART-TIME) PARIS LIFE
HOW RUNNING AWAY BROUGHT ME HOME
Macmillan Poignant, touching, and lively, this memoir of a woman who loses her mother and creates a new life for
herself in Paris will speak to anyone who has lost a parent or reinvented themselves. Lisa Anselmo wrapped her entire
life around her mother, a strong woman who was a deﬁning force in her daughter’s life—maybe too deﬁning. When her
mother dies from breast cancer, Lisa realizes she hadn’t built a life of her own, and struggles to ﬁnd her purpose. Who
is she without her mother—and her mother’s expectations? Desperate for answers, she reaches for a lifeline in the
form of an apartment in Paris, refusing to play it safe for the ﬁrst time. What starts out as a lurching act of survival
sets Lisa on a course that reshapes her life in ways she never could have imagined. But how can you imagine a life
bigger than anything you’ve ever known? In the vein of Eat, Pray, Love and Wild, My (Part-time) Paris Life a story is for
anyone who’s ever felt lost or hopeless, but still holds out hope of something more. This candid memoir explores one
woman’s search for peace and meaning, and how the ups and downs of expat life in Paris taught her to let go of fear,
ﬁnd self-worth, and create real, lasting happiness.
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THE POST-BIRTHDAY WORLD
A NOVEL
Harper Collins This dazzling new novel from the Orange Prize–winning author of the international bestseller We Need to
Talk About Kevin takes a psychological and deeply human look at love and volition Does the course of life hinge on a
single kiss? Whether the American expatriate Irena McGovern does or doesn’t lean into a certain pair of lips in London
will determine whether she stays with her smart, disciplined, intellectual American partner Lawrence, or runs oﬀ with
Ramsey—a wild, exuberant British snooker star the couple has known for years. Employing a parallel-universe
structure, Shriver follows Irena’s life as it unfolds under the inﬂuence of two drastically diﬀerent men. In a tour de
force that, remarkably, has no villains, Shriver explores the implications, both large and small, of our choice of mate—a
subject of timeless, universal fascination for both sexes.
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